
Rabin ‘hopeful’ of peace with Syria 


BONN (R) —.Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin was quoted Sunday as 
saying te was- optimistic his country could find peace with Syria. “The 
Syrians understand that Israel is ready to withdraw from the Golan 
flrjgh ta," he toW Germany's Die Welt newspaper in an interview released 
abend of publication Monday. “I also believe they are thinking in 
Damascus about how modi sense it would really make for Syria to fan 
bade into a war situation,*' he said. Mr. Rabin said Israel was ready to quit 
' the Golan Heights if Damascus agreed to a bilateral peace treaty and to 
. n or malise relations with the Jewish stale. He said Israel hoped to conclude 
a pe ac e treaty with at least one Arab neighbour this year or at the latest 
next year. “If we don't this would result in frustration on all sides and lead 
w ft-itghian ed tension in the region," he said. Mr. Rabin said he did not 
. believe Israel's expulsion of 415 Palestinians to Lebanon would under- 
gone chances of negotiations with Syria. 



Israeli ballet makes 1 -year-old lose eye 


An independent Arab political doty 
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OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (AP) — Soldiers shot and wounded three 
Palestinians Sunday, among them a year-old girl who lost her left eve 
when struck by a rubber bullet, Arab reports said. The army confirmed 
the woundings but asserted that the baby was moderately wounded in the 
eye and could not confirm whether she had lost it. Arab reports identified 


the girt as Mats Futian of Nablus, the largest city in the occupied West 
Bank. She was shot along with a 20-year-old female relative when soldiers 
opened fire at Palestinians who were stoning Israeli vehicles in the city's 
main plaza, the army said. The third wounding was a > car-aid- bo v 

struck in the leg by live ammunition when troops fired at youths throwing 
stones at Israeli cars in the town of A1 Direh. the army said. Israeli troops 
wounded at least four Palestinians in clashes in the occupied Gaza Strip 
Saturday. A roadside charge exploded near an Israeli patrol outside Rafah 
Saturday night. Israeli officials said. No-one was injured. 
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Accord signed over 
joidan-GulfBank 


Bomb threat on Air 
inefia plane 


ANKARA fA?) — An Air India 
passenger jet made a brief 
emer^ncy slop here Sunday af- 
ter 20 anonymous caller said 
there was a bomb aboard, news 
agendas reported. Security forces 
searched the plane, travelling 
from New Delhi to London, dur- 
ing die fire-hoar stop but no 
bomb was found, an airport offi- 
cial said- Reports said an anony- 
mous cdler telephoned Air Indi- 
a’s office m New Delhi and said 
there was a bomb aboard the 
flight; The ' information was 
radioed on to 'the pilot. Sonia 
Gant®^widowof the late Indian 
'Premier Rajiv Gandhi, was re- 
ported to he' among the passen- 
gers, AnatoSa said. New Delhi 
airport officials said they could 
not cobfinh the report. 


Egyjrt lawyers, 
engineers strike 


CAIRO (Sj — ; lawyers and en- 
gn ocjs w en t on saflee fir Egypt 
Sunday m protest at a law likely 
tq stop. Muslim fundamentalists 
controltisg their, professional 
associations. The lawyers stayed 
out rf’ court an day and the 
engineers stopped wont for a few 
boors. Their associations said 
they would organise sit-ins and 
more strikes unless the law is 
repealed. The law, passed by 
parliament Wednesday and 
approved by . President Hosni 
-Mubarak the next day, will make 
it lar d, fig fundamentalists to 
retain control of the associations. 
Under the taw, elections inside 
the associations are invalid unless 
at least SO per cent of the mem- 
ber* vote. In many cases the 
fondarhentahscs have won control 
on very low turnouts. 


Israel elects new 
chief rabbis 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel got 
new chief rabbis Sunday after an 
election campaign dubbed the 
dirtiest _ in Israeli history, with, 
accusations of wotnarrising, brib- 
^ e ^ ectron ‘ c snooping. A 
150-member conclave of religious 
and lay leaden met and elected 
Y israel Lai and Hiahu Balcshi 
Doron as chief rabbis of the 
^"^P^n^wcencfcd Ashkenazi 
and Middle East-descended 
■Sephartfi cnimmaaties of Israel. 
Tney succeed, rabbis Avraham 
bnapira and Mordechai EUahu.. 


Qadhafi Warns of plot 
against pojnriar rule 


CAIRO (AP) — Libyan leader 
Moaromar Qadhafi has expressed 
rears of a conspiracy against 
popular rale in Libya and warned 
mat some people are trying to 
t ~ ce sway from the peo- 


Pje- Cqtond Qadhafi, speaking 
°y reJephone to a seminar on 


c “® nan ® shown -on Libyan icle- 
v,Si0n Saturday nigh t, spoke of 
P*®®* being applied to merge' 
^stri ct s. He said he fears 
®wthere might be a conspiracy 
popular authority and 
^participation of the Libyan 
atizen in deciding his destiny in 
•**ttyihing. w 


Budget 


GAR AVAN LEASING 


TEL: 698 131 


AMMAN MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 1993, RAMADAN 1,1413 


Pries: Jordan 100 fib; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 


— A memor- 
of understanding was 
^pf^LSuaday between the Jor- 
d^ftrifrBank and a group of 
Jordan*® .and Arab investors. 
Tha xneioo 7 anus to enable the 
bank- which has recently merged 
wftfr ^KvAl Mashreq Bank/ 
m continue its banking 
oaeadi**-** QSuaI - Thc memo 
J^riroed after consultations be- 


Christopher vows U.S. 
will be ‘ honest broker’ 


Syria tables ‘proposals’ to end stalemate; 
U.S. secretary of state arrives in S. Arabia 


twe £^-fbe bank and the Central 
jjanfcpf Jordan (CBJ) in accord- 
anttx^decjsions by the Econo- 
mic Scanty. Committee (ESC) 
on M M£h*eq and Jordan Gulf 
Banks. Tte decisions by the ESC 
mmetf-W restructure the bank's 
cuXrito » new capital 

ofJB 20 nriBfon and to preserve 
the righslof the banks' clients. 


Palestinians say judicial review no solution 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren Christ- 
opher said Sunday that Arab 
leaders were willing to resume 
peace talks with Israel and 
pledged that the United States 
would step in as an “honest brok- 
er" to revive the stalled negotia- 
tions. 

But he told a news conference 
after 3 x /i hours of talks with Sy- 
rian President Hafez A1 Assad 
(hat he did not believe that the 
Clinton administration should 
| “put pressure on any of the par- 
ties" to speed up the U.S.- 
sponsored process. 

Mr. Christopher did not elabo- 
rate. but be apparently was ruling 
out that the United States would 
lean on Israel, as the Arabs de- 
mand, to bring home nearly 400 
expelled Palestinians. 

The mass expulsion Dec. 17 
has incensed the Arabs and 
threatened the tortuous peace 
process launched in Madrid in 
October 1991. The Palestinians 
say they will boycott the negotia- 
A tions until all the expellees have 


Palestinian 
poll says no 
peace talks 
before exiles 
return home 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Four out of five Palesti- 
nians think their leaders should 
boycott Middle East peace 
talks until some 400 Palesti- 
nians Israel expelled to Leba- 
non return; an opinion poll 
showed Sunday. 

A majority favoured the re- 
sumption of- the U.S.- 
sponsored talks once the ex- 
pulsion issue was resolved, 
according to the Jerusalem. 
Media and Communication 
Centre, a Palestinian informa- 
tion agency. 

The poll of 1,190 Palesti- 
nians in the Israeli-occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip was 
published on the eve of a visit 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher who is 
trying to revive the 16-month- 
old peace process. 

The findings highlight the 
acute political embarrassment 
Israel's Dec. 17 expulsion of 
415 has caused Palestinian 
peace negotiators. 

* The negotiators want to re- 
turn to the Washington talks 
but cannot ignore public sym- 
pathy for the evictees. The 
expulsions touched a raw nerve 
for Palestinians, haunted by 
memories of expulsions _ and 
flight since the 1948 Middle 
East war. 

Jamil Rabah told a news 
conference his poll was the first 
to sample such a wide segment 
of Palestinians. 

It showed 83.7 per cent 
opposed a return to talks until 
the expulsion issue was settled. 
But 60.6 per cent favoured a 
resumption of talks after settle- 
ment compared with 35.4 per 
cent who opposed it. 

A bare majority, 50.7 per 
cent, thought the talks would 
yield some results but not meet 
all Palestinian needs. Nearly a 
third, 31.9 per cent, said the 
talks would never bring any- 
thing good for Palestinians. . 

The sample showed a drop 
in support for the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) compared with polls in 
. Arab newspapers. 

Asked who represented 
Palestinians 58.1 per cent said 
the PLO, 12.4 per cent the 
Islamic movement and 26.1 per 
cent said true representation 
could only be achieved through 
direct elections. 

Mr. Rabah said his poll, 
conducted throughout the 
occupied territories from Feb. 
18 to 20, bad a margin of error 
of five to six per cent. 


been allowed home. 

Syria has said It sees no point in 
resuming the talks broken off in 
mid-December until Israel backs 
down and takes the men back. 

Mr. Christopher, who later ar- 
rived in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, 
said that his talks with Mr. Assad, 
a pivotal player in the peace 
process, were wide-ranging with a 
“candid and useful exchange of 
ideas." 

He said that Syria had “played, 
and will continue to play" a cen- 


tral role in the negotiations “and 
must do so if they are to be 


successful.” 

Mr. Christopher said that he 
and Mr. Assad “spoke of the 
desirability of an early resump- 
tion... and the need for prog- 
ress... frankly. I've been encour- 
aged by our substantive discus- 
sions." 

Mr. Christopher told the joint 
news conference with Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq A1 Shar- 
aa “President Assad emphasised 
his commitment to the process of 
direct negotiations that were laun- 


( Continued on page 5) 


Exiles ready for deal 


based on Israeli pledge 


MARJ AL ZOHOUR, Lebanon 
(Agencies) — Palestinian exiles 
stranded in South Lebanon said 
Sunday they would accept a 
timetable for their repatriation if 
Israel made an internationally 
guaranteed pledge renouncing 
expulsion. 

The announcement by evictee 
spokesman Aziz Dweik suggested 
the nearly 400 exiles had softened 
their rigid rejection of a phased 
return. The development came 
on the third day of U.S. Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher's 
current Middle East tour (see 
separate story). 

“We will accept a timetable for 
our return only if Israel declares 
with international guarantees that 
it wOI not deport any Palestinian 
anymore," Dr. Dweik said. 

“Otherwise, it's all or none," 
added Dr. Dweik, a geography 
professor. The evictees are living 
in a makeshift camp between 
Lebanese and Israeli army lines. 

His statements suggested the 
exiles might accept a phased re- 
turn over a period of time, as long 
as they got the no-expulsion 
pledge from Israel. Until now, 
they have been insisting that they 
ati return together, and im- 
mediately. 


It is considered unlikely, 
however, that Israel would pub- 
Ucly . renounce its longstanding 
policy of expelling individual 
Palestinians who the Jewish state 
regard as troublemakers. 

“if Israel publicly denounces 
deportations, we will agree to any 
solution in accordance with U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 
799," said evictee leader Abdul 
Aziz AI Rantisi. The resolution 
demands the immediate return of 
them all. 

Asked whether their hopes had 
been dashed by the emphasis 
given to the importance of the 
peace talks during Mr. Christ- 
opher's tour. Dr. Rantisi said the 
problems were separate. 

. "Our spirits are high and this 
doesn't cause us to feel more 
down. Our stand is not linked to 
the Arab states. If the Arabs 
change their position, our’s will 


not change. Our case will only die 
with the death of Israel’s decision 


to deport us,” he said. 

Dr. Rantisi reiterated a call for 
all Arabs to quit the U.S.- 
sponsored peace talks with Israel. 

“The talks are not to the be- 
nefit of the Palestinian people. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Amato reshuffles cabinet 
after bribery scandals 


ROME (R) — Italian Prime 
Minister Giuliano Amato reshuf- 
fled three key cabinet posts Sun- 
day as be struggled to keep his 
government afloat after a series 
of bribery scandals that has deci- 
mated the Italian political class. 

The reshuffle, after four hours 
of argument among ministers on 
how to prop up the eight-month- 
old government, was a rapid re- 
sponse to the turmoil created by 
the resignation of the finance and 
health ministers last Friday. 

Socialist Franco Reviglio, pre- 
viously budget minister, was 
made finance minister, ministers 
said as they left a special cabinet 
meeting. Veteran Christian 
Democrat Beniamino Andreatta 
wiO take over Mr. Reviglio's old 
job. 

Liberal Raffaele Costa was 
promoted to the health ministry. 
He had previously been a minis- 
I .ter without portfolio responsible 
for regional affairs. 

Mr. Amato hurried from his 
office to the nearby Quirinale 
Palace to present his plans to 
President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro, 
who later signed decrees approv- 
ing the nominations. 

Mr. Amato has kept his word 
about having the government 
.back to full strength before the 
opening of financial markets 
Monday. 


Friday’s resignation of Finance 
Minister Giovanni Goria and 
Health Minister Francesco de. 
Lorenzo, both tainted by corrup- 
tion scandals, hammered the lira 
cm the foreign exchanges. 

The prime minister failed to 
broaden his four-party alliance as 
both the former communists of 
the Democratic Party of the Left 
(PDS) and the small Republican 
Party refused overtimes to join an 
administration headed by him. 

The government is Italy’s 51st 
since World War II and, like most 
before it, is based on an uneasy 
alliance between Christian 
Democrats and Socialists. 

It has a wafer-thin majority of 
just 16 in the 630-seat lower 
house but Mr. Amato is expected 
to call a fresh confidence vote in 
the next few days to prove be still 
has parliamentary approval. 

Mr. Amato's Socialist Parly is 


the focus of an inquiry into the 
corrupt awarding of public works 


corrupt awarding of public works 
contracts centered on Milan. 

The scandal has forced former 
Prime Minister and strong Amato 
backer Bettino Crari to resign as 


head of the party. 

It also cost Socialist Justice 


Minister Gaudio Martelli his job 
less than two weeks ago. 

Separate scandals brought 
down Mr. Goria and Mr. De 
Lorenzo. 


Prince Abdullah to 


wed Rania Yassin 


died in Madrid and welcomed the 
U.S. role as a full partner in the 
process." 

Mr. Sharaa said Damascus put 
some proposals to Mr. Christ- 
opher to resolve the fate of the 
evictees, who have spent nine 
weeks in a makeshift camp be- 
tween Israeli and Lebanese lines, 
so that peace talks can be re- 
sumed as soon as posable. 

He gave no details of the prop- 
osals but said: “The deportees 
issue has become like a thorn in 
resuming the peace talks and we 
have to remove this thorn. 

' “We shall work together to 
have the peace talks resume in a 
convenient and admirable atmos- 
phere." 

Asked if the Ginton adminis- 
tration would put pressure on 
Israel to solve the crisis, Mr. 
Christopher said: “It would be 
wrong to speak of an honest 
broker and putting pressure on 
any of the parties. We are going 
to try to facilitate the negotia- 


AMMAN (J.T.I — The 
Royal Court Sunday 
announced the engagement 
of His Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah, the eldest son of 
His Majesty King Hussein, to 
Rania Faisal Yassin. 

The Royal Court said the 
engagement was attended by 
King Hussein, His Royal 
Highness Prince Mohammad, 
the personal representative 
of King Hussein and His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan as well as 
Their Royal Highnesses 
Prince Faisal, Prince, Ham- 
zeh. Prince Hashem and 


Prince Ghazi. Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker, 
Chief Chamberlain Prince 
Raad Ben Zeid. Private 
Chamberlain Prince AU Ben 
Nayef, and other Princes and 
Princesses and members of 
the Royal Family. It was also 
attended by the speakers of 
the Upper and Lower Houses 
of Parliament, the chief off 
the Royal Court, the minister 
of Islamic affairs, the chief 
Islamic justice, the chair- 
man of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, the chief of Royal Pro- 
tocol, and other senior offi- 
cials. 





vs:. 

His Majesty King Hussein with His Royal Highness Prince Abdullah 
and bis fiance Rania Faisal Yassin who got engaged Sunday (photo 
by Mefdosl 


“As the Royal Court 
announces the happy news, it 
is honoured to send to His 
Majesty King Hussein and 


the Hashemite family and the 
Jordanian family its wannest 
congratulations.'' the state- 
ment said. 


Jordan made stands clear on peace 
and Iraq to Christopher — Abu Jaber 


Ramadan 


begins 


Foreign minister to brief House in secret session 


By Ayman AI Safadi 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The Lower House 
of Parliament will Wednesday 
hold a secret session to discuss 
the outcome of talks Jordanian 
officials held with U.S- Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher, 
who is currently touring the re- 
gion in a bid to reactive the 
stalemated Arab-Israeli peace 
process. 

The House decided to debate 
the matter in a closed-door ses- 
sion at the request of Foreign 
Minister Kamel Abu Jaber, who 
Sunday briefed deputies on the 
visit. 

Dr. Abu Jaber told the House 
that His Majesty King Hussein 
pointed out in his talks with Mr. 
Giristopber that the question of 
the Palestinian expellees was a 
‘major obstacle to the peace pro- 
cess, which has to be solved 
through allowing all expellees to 
return to the occupied territories. 


Jordan also reiterated its posi- 
tion that unless a just solution to 
the Palestinian problem was 
found, the area would face devas- 
tating consequences and stability 
would never prevail. Dr. Abu 
Jaber said. 

During two days of talks with 
Mr. Christopher, Dr. Abu Jaber 
said, Jordan emphasised that the 
independence and territorial in- 
tegrity of Iraq were essential for 
the stability and security of the 
region. 

Warning of tragic and danger- 
ous consequences of measures 
threatening the sovereignty and 
integrity of Iraq, Dr. Abu Jaber 
said Jordan emphasised to Mr. 
Christopher the urgency of en- 
ding the suffering of the Iraqi 
people. 

Jordan also discussed with the 
American official the negative 
impact of the U.N.-imposed in- 
tern ati on aj sanctions against Iraq 
and the inspection of Aqaba- 
bound shipping on the Jordanian 


economy. Dr. Abu Jaber said. 

In addition to expressing hope 
that the U.S. would reflect “the 
principles it calls for in its poli- 
cies.'' Jordan reiterated its com- 
mitment to a just and tasting 
solution to the Arab-Tsraeli con- 
flict on the basis of U-N. Security 
Council Resolutions 242 and 338 
and the principle of land for 
peace. Dr. Abu Jaber said. 

Dr. Abu Jaber said Mr. Christ- 
opher reiterated the U.S. com- 
mitment to become a full partner 
in the peace process in order to 
contribute to the achievement of 
tangible progress in. the negotia- 
tions, which has been suspected 
since Israel expelled about 400 
Palestinians to Lebanon on Dec. 
17. 

Mr. Christopher, according to 
Dr. Abu Jaber, said that the 
U.S.-Israeli agreement on the ex- 
pellees would guarantee the re- 
turn of 101 evictees and the re- 


( Continued on page 5) 


AMMAN (J.T.l — Monday 
will be the first day of the 
Holy Mouth of Ramadan in 
Jordan, according to an 
announcement by the Islamic 
Judiciary Council. 

The council said that since 
the crescent of Ramadan, the 
ninth month in the Lunar 
calendar, was seen in Jordan 
Sunday and therefore Mon- 
day would be the first day of 
the fasting month. 

On the occasion. His 
Majesty King Hussein re- 
ceived several cables of good 
wishes from several Arab 
leaders. The cables were sent 
by King Hassan of Morocco. 
Syrian President Hafez AI 
Assad, Iraqi President Sad- 
dam Hussein, Yemeni Presi- 
dent Afi Abdullah Saleh and 
Tunisian President Zeuf AI 
Abidine Ben Ah. 

Saudi Arabia and four 
other Gulf Arab countries 
also said Sunday they would 
mark the start of Ramadan 
Monday. 


U.N. team to 


pay surprise 
visit to Iraq 


Fragile Kabul truce collapses 


MANAMA (R) — The United 
Nations Sunday announceda sur- 
prise weapons inspection visit to 
Iraq, and said experts would fly in 
at dawn Monday. 

“We have a certain operation 
ahead of us and we would not like 
to disclose it to the press," team 
leader Nikita Smidovitch told re- 
porters Sunday night, nine hours 
before a U.N. plane was to head 
in to Baghdad. 

Mr. Smidovitch would not 
elaborate on the objectives of the 
visit or why it was mounted so 
suddenly. 

Another set of U.N. inspectors 
already in Baghdad has extended 


KABUL (AP) — A fragile truce 
between the struggling Islamic 
government and fundamentalist 
rebels collapsed early Sunday, 
heightening fears of a renewed 
'battle for the capital. 

Government artillery slammed 
into the western suburbs control- 
led by Hezb-e-Wahdat, an 
Iranian-supported coalition of 
eight small, predominantly Shiite 
factions - 


The fighting, which broke a 
week-long lull, apparently, 
erupted when Hezb-e-Wahdat 
tried to overrun government 
posts, military sources said. 
There were no immediate reports 
of casualties. 

Many of the neighbourhoods 
under fire were destroyed and 
deserted months ago (see page 2). 


its stay beyond its originally plan- 
ned departure date of Sunday, 


ned departure date of Sunday, 
after telling the press that it had 
gathered fresh information on 
Iraq’s ballistic missile program- 
me. 

The leader of that team. 
Frenchman Patrice Palanque. 
said it would depart Monday after 
it took a day off at the Iraq’s 
request Friday. 

But U.N. officials m Bahrain, 
the regional field headquarters 
for the U.N. special commission 
entrusted with destroying Iraq’s 
weapons of mass destruction, said 
that team was now likely to stay 
at least until Tuesday. 


On the city's southern edge, 
weary government forces battled 
fighters of Hezb-e-IsIami. an ally 
of Hezb-e-Wahdat. There were 
no signs of casualties, although 
the Defence Ministry said one of 
its troops was injured. 

The Muslim rebels who ousted 
Afghanistan communist regime in 
April have been fighting among 
themselves since, killing and 
wounding thousands of people — 
mostly civilians — and destroying 


much of the capital. 

The combatants had agreed to 
a temporary ceasefire last Sunday 
to give mediators a chance to 
broker peace. 

Afghanistan's most powerful 
warlord. General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum, urged the warring sides 
Sunday to allow him to negotiate 
a lasting ceasefire. 

He also called on Pakistan. 
Iran and Saudi Arabia — who 
backed the rebels in their 14-year 
struggle against the communists 
— to accept the trace and stop 
providing weapons, money and 
encouragement to the warring 
factions. 

“It is heartbreaking for me and 
all Afghans to see our homeland 
being destroyed," Gen. Dostum 
said in a leaflet distributed 
around the city. “We must not 
allow foreign forces to use Afgha- 
nistan for riheirown interests. The 
time has come to settle our prob- 
lems and differences through dia- 
logue." 

But the government of Presi- 
dent Buriianuddin Rabbani has 
become suspicious of Gen. Dos- 
tum. whose Uzbek militia helped 
oust the communists. 

Gen. Dostum's fighters helped 
the new government stave off 
repeated attacked by Hezb-e- 


Wahdat and the Hezb-e-Islami 
faction, led by rebel chief Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar. who wants to 
establish a strict Islamic order. 

But Gen. Dostum remained 
neutral in the month long battle 
that began Jan. 19 when Hezb-e- 
l&lami and Hezb-e-Wahdat 
joined to challenge Mr. Rabba- 
ni’s government. They allege he 
was reelected through vote rig- 
ging- 

Hospitals say at least 1.U00 
people died and more than 6.000 
were wounded before the tem- 
porary truce was called. That 
number could be higher, howev- 
er, because few bodies are taken 
to hospitals. 

The renewed fighting between 
the government and Hezb-e- 
Wahdat raised fears that Mr. 
Hekmatyar's fighteis might break 
the ceasefire and that Gen. Dos- 
tum might send in his militia from 
northern Afghanistan to support 
them. 

Early Sunday, several govern- 
ment tanks raced towards Kabul’s 
airport. 

Earlier this month, the govern- 
ment named Gen. Dostum depu- 
ty defence minister, hoping to 
woo him back in its camp. Gen. 
Dostum has yet to accept the 
offer. 


Police mount massive manhunt 


Mr. Palanque said that the 
team visited two sites that had not 
been declared by Iraq in its sup- 
posedly comprehensive list of 
such weapons and facilities. 

The tour was marked last week 
by statements from U.N. head- 
quarters in New York that the 
special commission insists on its 
right to fly helicopters over 
Baghdad on inspection missions. 

The teams have thus far Te- 
frained from such flights out of 
respect for Iraqi sensitivity over 
them. Iraqi officials say privately 
that any aircraft over Baghdad 
represents a threat to President 
Saddam Hussein. 

. But special commission offi- 
cials said that keeping an eye on 
two sites reportedly linked to 
Iraq's secret nuclear weapons de- 
velopment programme would be 
easier with helicopters. 


after attack at Jabal Amman shop 


Garang says 
no talks 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Police 
mounted a massive manhunt late 
Sunday following the stabbing 
attack on the owner of a super- 
market in the First Circle area of 
Jabal Amman. 

According to sources, police 
were called to the area after 
eyewitnesses phoned them to re- 
port a “fight" in the supermarket 
during which the owner of the 
shop was stabbed in the neck with 
a knife. 


The victim of the attack v^as 
treated and released from hospit- 
al Sunday. Sources said the 
wound was not serious. 

The assailant, said to be wear- 
ing a headdress hiding his facial 
features, fled the scene and police 
were searching for him late into 
the night. 

“Policemen are everywhere. 


said a resident of the area 
reached by phone around 11 p.m. 
“They have sealed off the entire 
area and are conducting a house- 
to-house search, checking every- 
one’s identity papers." 

No official police comment was 
immediately available and late 
reports that a suspect was 
arrested could not be confirmed. 

While there was no definite 
indication that the attack was part 
of a series of assaults and robber- 
ies attributed to a criminal(s) 
nicknamed “Abu Shakoush” 
(hammerman), the intensity of 
the police search indicated that 
police were keeping that possibil- 
ity in mind. 

In all previous attacks attri- 
buted to Abu Shakoush, the 
weapon used in the assaults was a 
blunt instrument, most probably 
a medium-sized hammer. 


KAMPALA (R) — Sudanese re- 
bel leader John Garang said he 
and the Sudanese government 
would no( hold peace talks in the 
Ugandan capital Kampala. 

Ugandan officials said Satur- 
day that peace talks would open 
Sunday when a government de- 
legation led by Economic Plan- 
ning Minister Ali AI Hajj 
Mohammad arrived from Khar- 
toum. 

But Colonel Garang, leader of 
the main faction in the rebel 
Sudan People's Liberation Army 
(SPLA), told Reuters in an inter- 
view in Kampala late Saturday. 

“We did not come to Kampala 
for peace talks since there is 
already an ongoing peace pro- 
cess. We have come to receive a 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Middle East News 


Iraq says it will 
execute traders of 
banned goods 


By Dilip Ganguly 

The Associated Press 

BAGHDAD — Iraq said Sunday 
it would execute traders dealing 
in banned foreign consumer 
goods, a trade that is undermin- 
ing the sanctions- ba tiered eco- 
nomy. 

“The Revolutionary Command 
Council has issued a decree which 
stipulates that those traders who 
store or sell commodities that are 
banned ...shall be punished with 
the death penalty or life impris- 
onment," said the state-run news- 
paper AI Thawra. 

In August, the government 
banned trade in luxury goods and 
compelled traders and retailers to 
clear them from their shops by 
Dec. 10. 

The idea behind the govern- 
ment decision was to push traders 
into using their hard currency 
holdings for importing much 
needed food, instead of luxury 
goods. 

The traders did dear their 
stores, but by shifting the goods 
to homes and warehouses. The 
imports of luxury goods and con- 
sumer goods continued and they 
are sold on the black market. 

Sunday's decision is seen as an 
extreme measure to halt trading 
in luxury goods and save the Iraqi 
dinar from further decline. 

The dollar traded at about 35 
dinars Sunday in Baghdad’s fore- 
ign exchange black market, 
where salesmen stand beside 
roads with huge plastic bags con- 
taining dinars. They flash a 
money symbol by using sign lan- 
guage at passing vehicles. Deals 
are made quickly. 

The currency trading has the 


government's covert support as 
this is one of the ways the state 
encourages trading in dollar hold- 
ings of Iraqis. 

The official rate is $3.20 to one 
dinar. 

The prices of essential com- 
modities — chicken, meat, flour 
and rice — have risen up to 50 per 
cent since December. ^ 

President Saddam Hussein had 
ordered an increase of about 40 
per cent in salaries of civil ser- 
vants and military personnel hi 
December. But the rise did little 
to alleviate the suffering of the 
people as most of it was eaten up 
by the rising prices. 

' With its oil exports banned and 
all Iraqi assets abroad either 
frozen or seized, Iraq is fin ding it 
more and more difficult to red- 
ress its economy, which has been 
under U.N.-imposed sanctions 
since Iraqi forces invaded 
Kuwait. 

Earlier government efforts to 
support the dinar and reduce 
prices have not had much success. 
Last July the government ex- 
ecuted 42 traders accused of ille- 
gally hoarding and profiteering. 

A rationing system, which pro- 
vides almost two thirds of rood 
needs, has so far kept the Iraqis 
at subsistence level. 

In January the government 
ordered an increase in the month- 
ly quota distributed through the 
ration system. 

The increases include: Flour, 
from eight kilogranunes per per- 
son per month to nine kilogram- 
mes, sugar from 1.25 kilogramme 
to 1.50 kilogramme, and rice 
from 1.50 kilogramme to 1.75 
kilogramme. 


Algeria buys Egypt’s 
APCs against Islamists 


ALGIERS (R) — Algeria has 
ordered hundred of armoured 
personnel carriers (APCs) from 
Egypt to strengthen its fight 
against Muslim fundamentalists, 
diplomats said Sunday. 

"They are armoured troop 
transporters ideally suitable for 
town work," one European di- 
plomat said, adding that the 
order was for a minimum of 200 
vehicles. 

Another diplomat put the fi- 
gure at 300 Fahds cars. He said 50 
had been delivered while the two 
countries were trying to resolve 
the question of payment for the 
rest No figures for the cost of the 
deal were available. 

“They are state-of-the-art anti- 
terrorist vehicles. Fifty have ar- 
rived out of a total order of 300," 
he said. 

Both countries are fighting fun- 
damentalists who have killed 
more than 260 members of the 
security forces in Algeria in the 
past 12 months and cost Egypt 
some S700 million in lost tourist 
trade after attacks on foreigners. 

“I’m not surprised they are 
cooperating on this deal. They 
are both fighting the same 
enemy,’’ one diplomat said. 

The four-wheel drive Fahd 
A PC bas two machine guns and 
armour-plating supplied by 
France's Creusot-Loire company. 
Based on a Daimler-Benz chassis 
and designed by Germany's Thys- 
sen Henscbel, the A PC can carry 
12 troops or be adapted to other 
military uses. 

Algeria’s current fleet of APCs 
consists mainly of Russian 
BTR60s, a foreign military source 
said. 

The vehicles are widely used to 
beef up road blocks by troops or 
para-military gen-iv? - -:- niir*: 
fundamentalists. 

“They don’t need any more 
APCs, other than to strengthen 
general anti-terrorist work, 
although they may be needed to 
replace some of the older BTRs," 


the source said. 

Defence Minister General 
Kbaled Nezzar saw an Egyptian 
military delegation last month 
headed by Armed Forces Arma- 
ments Director General Moham- 
mad Ai Maghraoui. 

There have been other ex- 
change visits. In an interview last 
week, Egyptian Interior Minister 
Mohammad Abdul Halim Musa 
said, when asked about anti- 
fundamentalist cooperation: 

“We maintain permanent con- 
tact with the Algerian author- 
ities," adding that the two coon- 
tries swapped intelligence. 

Algerian officials say violence 
by fundamentalists, whom they 
call “terrorists,*’ has been largely 
controlled but attacks could be 
expected to continue. 

“They must feel the need for 
them (the Fahds) to spend the 
sort of money involved, given the 
economic situation of the coun- 
try,** commented one of the di- 
plomats. 

Algeria's economy is battered 
repayments on a foreign debt 
some $26 billion which swal- 
lows over 80 per cent of its' 
foreign income- 

Officials say poverty and the 
difficulties of daily life drove 
many people into the arms of the 
now outlawed Islamic Salvation 
Front (FIS) which was poised to 
win a general election when the 
army-backed authorities cancel- 
led it in 1992. 

Since then the country has 
been under a stale of emergency. 
Killings of security forces and 
fundamentalists are reported 
almost daily. 

Head of State Ali Kafi said last 
Thursday the leadership was de- 
termined to rid the country of the 
"cancer of terr o ris m " which be 
.oid was part of a “minutely 
executed plan.” 

He cited an assassination 
attempt on Gen. Nezzar earlier 
''this month as proof of the “im- 
plications of this criminal plan." 
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Rushdie 
appeals for 
meeting 
with Major 

LONDON (R) — British author 
Salman Rushdie, sentenced to 
death by Iran for bl a sphemy, 
appealed publicly Sunday for a 
meeting with Prime Minister 
John Major. 

Mr. Rushdie told British 
Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 
Television be wanted an on-the- 
record meeting, which would be 
“a symbolic gesture bat an impor- 
tant one.*’ 

The aim would be to show Iran 
that Britain was serious in oppos- 
ing the death sentence on Mr. 
Rushdie which Iranian leaders 
reconfirmed a week ago on the 
fourth anniversary of its imposi- 
tion. 

“Nothing will do that except 
the government standing next to 
me and saying: *we will protect 
our citizens'," Mr. Rushdie said. . 

The government has taken an 
increasingly high-profile stance 
against the death order in recent 
weeks. 

Last Thursday Foreign Office 
Minister Douglas Hogg held a 
meeting with Iran’s top diplomat 
in London at which he concfe 
timed the order as a violation of 
international law and an incite- 
ment to murder. 

. The death edict was imposed 
on Mr. Rushdie, 45, by the late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
for allegedly blaspheming against 
Islam in Ins novel “The Satanic 
Verses.** Iranian spokesmen have 
subsequently offered a bounty of 
more than SI million. 

Mr. -Rushdie is under 24-bour 
police p rotection but has in the 
past year made increasingly fre- 
quent surprise public appear- 
ances and trips abroad in a quest 
for international support. 

He dismissed statements by 
Iranian leaders that the death 
order could never be lifted be- 
cause that could only be done by 
the person who imposed it — 
Ayatollah Khomeini — and he is 
dead. 

He noted that Iranian Presi- 
dent Akbar Hasbemi Rafsanjani 
had said the edict could be lifted 
for extreme national need. “This 
is not a technical or theological 
problem; it's a problem of politic- 
al wiD," Mr. Rushdie sax!. 

Mr. Rafsanjani has written to 
European states condemning 
their policy on the Rushdie affair 
and restating that tbe death order 
on the Indian-born author will 
not be lifted, IRNA agency said 
Saturday. 

Tbe agency said President Raf- 
sanjani’s letter to the 12 Euro- 
pean Community (EC) members 
also formed the baas of Thurs- 
day’s meeting between Mr. Hogg 
and Iran’s senior diplomat m 
London. 

The seven-page letter accusing 
EC states of “double standards” 
in their condemnation of the Ira- 
nian death order could deal a 
blow to Iran’s efforts to win 
Western investment. 

Mr. Rafsanjani stressed in the 
letter that the death edict had 
been confirmed by different Mus- 
lim sects and the 51-member 
Organisation of the Islamic Con- 
ference. He “categorically stated 
there was no way in which it 
could be lifted," IRNA said. 

IRNA said Mr. Hogg had also 
assured Iranian Charge d* Af- 
faires GhoUmreza Ansari that 
Mr. Major and his foreign secret- 
ary would give "a comprehen- 
sive, serious and radepth reply" 
to Mr. Rafsanjam's letter. 

The Iranian president also dis- 
missed what Tehran calls false 
Western claims that it was leading 
an arms race in the region. 

“Despite all the false prop- 
aganda about (Iran), its defence 
budget was by far the lowest in 
tbe region, as is borne out by 
miHtaiy sales analysts," IRNA 
reported. 

Mr. Rafsanjani also stressed 
that Iran’s human rights record 
was the best m tbe Middle East. 


Aideed aide sees imperial designs in S°malia 

. . - Mr Sad. a fonner Ungokw* in areas 




MOGADISHU (R) — An aide 
to one of Somalia's most power- 
ful warlords said Sunday that 
U.S. and other foreign troops bad 
adopted a colonial-style policy of 
divide-and-rulc because they had 
long-term imperial designs on the 
country. 

Issa Mohammad Siad, an offi- 
cial in the political faction led by 
General Mohammad Farah 
Aideed, said die multinational 
force had also faded to feed the 
people and was not even-handed 
in the way it had set about dis- 
. arming the Somali militias. 

“We dunk they don't want a 
unified Somalia so they can re- 
main here for a long time and 
take over our country and recolo- 
nise ns. That’s our suspicion. We 
will not allow it," Mr, Siad, tbe 


head of foreign relations in Gen. 
Aideed’* wing of the United 
Somali Congress (USC), told 
Reuters in an interview. 

Asked why anyone would want 
to take over an impoverished 
country such as Somalia, he said: 
**80018118 has huge reserves of 
both o3 and gas ana there are lots 
of jjeople who would want to 
control these.” 

Gil and gas have not been 
found in Somalia but geological 
date indicate that deposits should 
exist. 

-Farouk Mawtawi, the U.N. 
spokesman in Somalia, rejected 
Mr. Sod's charges. “All we are 
trying to do is to facilitate recon- 
ciliation among tbe Somali fac- 
tions. 1 We have bees very careful 
not to enter into any inter-fao- 


tional disputes.’ 

Tbe United Nations has called 
a meeting of 15 factions Tues- 
day in Mogadishu. An all-party 
p anel will try to settle disputes 

between them and persuade them 

to observe a truce they signed last 
month but have frequently 
ignored. 

. U.S. officials said the outburst 
by Mr. Sad indicated support for 
Gen. Aideetfs faction was wan- 
ing now that the multinational 
force has ordered militiamen into 
assembly points as part of the 
disarmament process. 

“Without the gnn pointed at 
people, several warlords are find- 
ing that political support is shift- 
ing away from them. They are 
obviously concerned," one senior 
official said. 



RUINS OF WAR: Afghan children aft hi front of rocket barrage teimchrd by tfireMeet Mqji 
a house destroyed by rockets in d o w nto wn Kabul factious opposed to the gov ernm ent fa Ike past week 
Sunday. Dozens o t houses were demolished in a (AFP photo) 


Kabulis live in terror 10 
months after ‘liberation’ 


By Suzy Price 

_ Reuter 
KABUL — Several hundred 
people, many dazed and sob- 
bing, huddle in a mosque in a 
suburb of the Afghan capital, 
fugitives from months of 
bloody battles. 

They are the victims of 
rival ambitions among the 
Mujahedeen who fought for 
14 years to free them from 
communist rule. 

The alliances, between 
these Mujahedeen parties’ on- 
ravelled after they took over 
from the former communist 
government last April and 
centuries-old hatreds and 
prejudices resurfaced. 

The fugitives, mainly cold 
and frightened women and 
children, crouch on the bare 
floor of the Timony Mosque 
in a northeastern suburb of 
Kabul far from tbtf south- 
western districts where gov- 
ernment troops fight a former 
ally, the Shiite Hezb-e- 
Wabdat party. 

Most of the ISO families 
who have sought refuge in 
the mosque are Hazaras, 
from Afghanistan’s minority 
Shiite Muslims who originate 
from Hazarajat m the centre 
and west of tbe countty and 
live in communities in the 
west of Kabul. 

“We are just ordinary peo- 
ple, we have no links with 
any group,” said Mohammad 
Abibu. “Before there were 
no differences between Pash- 
tun and Hazara, we were all 
brothers but now this fighting 
has rubied everything.” 

Much of the fighting of the 
last four weeks bas been con- 
centrated in the western sub- 
urbs around the headquarters 
of the Hezb-e-Wahdat at 
Kabul's Social Sciences Insti- 
tute. 

The Shute are demanding a 


larger share in the govern- 
ment of Afghanistan, tradi- 
tionally dominated by major- 
ity Pash tuns. 

Troops loyal to tbe Islamic 
government of President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and 
his newest ally Abdurrab 
Rasul Sayyaf, fundamentalist 
Sunni Muslim leader of tbe 
Ittebad-e-Islami party have 
made advances against sever- 
al of tbe Shiite bases. 

‘’Four rockets bit our 
bouse and my 13-year-oki sot 
was killed,” said one middle- 
aged woman, Rubarbah. as 
she wept quietly in a corner 
of the Timony Mosque. 

“We escaped and carried 
our injured and our bodies 
here,*’ she said. She arrived 
two days earlier. Beside her 
on tbe stone floor lay a 
nephew, his bead and one 
eye m bandages. 

Mohammad Zaman, who 
has taken charge of tbe re- 
fugees in tbe mosoue, said 20 . 
bodies of those killed in rock- 
et attacks or who had died oo 
the journey, had been buried 
in its grounds. 

“Government soldiers 
looted our house and took all 
we had.*’ said another 
Hazara woman. “We just had 
to escape." 

One elderly woman knelt 
on the floor beating tbe 
ground with her fists. “Tbe 
government shot dead my 
two sons,” she wailed. 

A young girl of about 20 
with a baby at her breast said 
her husband had been killed. 
“I didn't know where to go so 
I just came here. What will 
happen to me now?” 

The International Commit- 
tee of die Red Cross (ICRC) 
says hundreds of civilians 
have been killed and 5,000 
injured in die latest fierce 
exchanges of rocket and artil- 
lery fire. The exact death toll 


is not known since few bodies 
are taken to hospitals. 

Almost immediately after 
tbe Mujahedeen entered 
Kabul last April, tbe western 
suburbs became a battleg- 
round between the Hezb-e- 
Wahdat and its hardline 
Ittehad-e-Islami foes, who 
are from the majority Pash- 
tun tribe. 

Residents from the Pash- 
tuir community and their 
Shiite neighbours trade 
charges of kidnappings, rapes 
and atrocities while their 
fighters bombard each other 
with rockets and artillery. 

Refugees from the fighting 
tell of mutilated bodies found 
with their fingers chopped off 
or eyes gouged out. Each 
tribe blames the other. 

One Pashtnn reporter de- 
scribed bow she was snatched 
off the street by a group of 
Hezb-c-Wabdat fighters who 
accused her of being a gov- 
ernment spy and threatened 
to rape her and send her back 
to her people so that she 
could tell them of tbe fate in 
store for Pash tuns . 

“A rocket fell nearby be- 
fore they could do anything 
and I ran away," she said. 
She escaped, dodging a hafl 
of bullets from her captors. 

Fugitives fleeing die battle- 
field in the western suburbs 
tell of increa si ng incidence of 
rape and summary executions 
by fighters of all sides. The 
ferocity of the fighting pre- 
vents verification by indepen- 
dent observers. 

However, the ragged 
women and children sobbing 
in the Timony Mosque are 
testimony to the mounting 
lawlessness and violence 
among guerrillas who entered 
the city 10 months ago as 
liberators on a wave of Isla- 
mic fervour. 


Mr Siad, a former Unguistics 
professor, spedficmlly acc^d 
the - foreign troops of favouring 

t S? loyal to Mohaa^f. 

Said Hera, toovn 
can die son-in-law of ousted 
dictator Mohammad Siad Bane- 
Gen. Morgan is active m south- 
ern Somalia. . 

Omar Jess, Gen. AideetTs ally 

and active the militia leader in me 

southern port of Kismayu, made 
die same complaint 
“Bandits like Morgan are 
violating the ceasefire, gmnmg 
more territory "'but nothing » 
done to them. Our mihtaiy forces 
are in camps and cannot go oirt 
because helicopters of UNTFAF 
(the U.N. force) are moving 
over diem day and night,” Mr. 
Sad said. 


_ _ 

mosdv in areas omctfte* 

party' Why njt the 

ixV* It is UNITAJFV 
to diarm Morgan'* 
added- 

Mr, Siad also -- - 
the task force had 
mins than food to SeateS^ 
§iat thousands of people 
were still dying 
regions of Somalia. 

"It » not necessary to , 
this money to send tteU 
contingent. We already /iMn 
enough guns and arms a om 
country and it s not necessity 

add to them. ' “ ? 

“I am sure that most tf.fcf 

bandits would throw awajr w 

(pns if they coaid 1* 

one or two meals a day. 


Accused Egyptians say 
they killed Swedish womstii 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Three 
man arrested in connection with 
the murder of a U.S. tourist 
confessed to trilling a Swedish 
woman diving instructor, security 
sources said Sunday. 

They said the men arrested last 
week confessed during interroga- 
tion about the murder of tbe 
American woman. The Swede 
was killed six months ago and her 
body dumped m The Red Sea at 
tbe resort of Shann AI Sheikh. 

Tbe trio collected the Swede on 
her arrival at Cairo Airport to 
take her to a Red Sea Hotel. 
They stole her scuba equipment 


and money then strangled her. 

Her body was found on SepL 
10. Her diving equipment was 
found among the suspects’ pos- 
sessions, die s o ur ce s added. 

The three men were named as 
Jamal Abdullah, a former em- 
ployee of a tourist company at 
Cairo Airport, Sayed Toghian, a 
driver, and Yousef Mohammad 
Yousef, unemployed. 

They used the same tactic with, 
the 65-year-old American from 
Miami. They picked her op at the 
airport and kffied her oo the way 
to an hotel, the sources sad. Her 
body was found on Feb. 6 on a 
road between Cairo and Suez. 

■ The U.S. and Swedish embas- 
sies have declined to identify the 
women or give further details. 

Goon attack shop 
Four masked gunmen bran- 


dishing machine-guns st ole fi tt 
kilogrammes of gold from, a 
Christian-owned jewellery ***** 
Saturday night and esa 
police said Sunday. 

Muslim extremists are^ 
peeled to be behind the robbery; 
because they have carried out: 
almost identical attacks ch 
C hristian-owned jewellery shops 
in the past. 

Police officials said two masked 
and aimed gunmen stormed Be- 
fool jewellery shop m Matariyi 
district while two others stood 
guard outside, shooting their 
machine-guns indiscriminately. 
The lone worker in the shop • 
Magtfi Abid Khalaf. locked trim-} 
self™ a small bathroom while the! 
two men seized tbe gold and mo. ! 
No-one was wounded in tee 
attack. 

Members of Egypt’s Coptic'; 
Christian community have bees 
targets of Musfim extremists who 
seek to overthrow the gown- ‘ 
ment and establish an lraa-hke 
theocracy. Mare than 80 people 
have been ItiQed in extremist vp- 
lence which started a year ago. 
Tbe new targets are fottiga 
ists. [ 

Several years ago. the mBfemaj 
started robbing Christian-ewaedr 
jewellery shops to finance their j 
operations. j 

Daily AI Abram newspaper n-l 
ported that a force of 200 potite i 
officers are participating in th el 
search for tbe four gnmnea. • 


Economist launches Egypt j 
group for democracy 


CAIRO (R) — One of Egypt's 
most distinguished economists 
has launched a pressure group 
calling for faster ecomunk: reform 
and greater democracy. 

“It has become dear that 
democracy and human rights are 
not something separate from de- 
velopment but are just as. essen- 
tial as economic factors," Said AI 
Naggar told an invited audience 
of several hundred prominent 
business managers, lawyers, and 
academics. 

He praised President Hosni 
Mubarak for allowing freedom of 
expression but said this was not 
enough. 

"We are in argent need of 
political reform to strengthen 
constitutional bodies, support 
popular participation, achieve ba- 
lance of powers, protect human 
rights ...guarantee good govern- 
ment and ensure the independ- 
ence of tbe judiciary and the 
media," Mr. Naggar declared. 

The foundation of the group. 

New Civic marks an ambi- 
tious attempt by leaders of 
Egypt's liberal establishment to 
assert their values at a time when 
the government is wrestling with 
economic refo rm and struggling 
to control Islamic fundamen tal** 
opposition. 

Mr. N aggar, a Cairo University 
professor who served Cor many 
years in United Nations organisa- 
tions and tbe World Bank, said 
New Civic Forum was not a pdi- problem. 


tical party. 

But tins was the first question 
he was asked by his a ud fa nc r 
Saturday (tight, ft ranged from 
the former editor of the pro- 
government .newspaper Ai 
Ahram, Mohammad Hofcai, to 
tbe spokesman of the beared 
Muslim Brotherhood, Mature— 
Hodeibi. 

Mr. Naggar said “polities! 
Islam” was one of the great chal- 
lenges facing Egypt in the 199& 
bat was careful to suggest dia- 
logue rather than confnmtttfai 
with tbe movement that is the 
most powerful opposition force in 
Egyptian politics. 

He urged the movement toga 
beyond its general slogan “Riant 
is tbe solution” to explain is 
detail the policies it favoured ! 

“This slogan can be interpreted 
in different ways. These inter- 
pretations could indude a *tnu&- 
tionaHst’ position which is incom- 
patible with tiw needs of econo- 
mic progress and bask bun— 
rights. 

“But this slogan could also 
contain an enlightened inter- 
pretation in accordance with ter 
needs of oar time," Mr. Nap> 
said. 

Mr . Naggar urged the govert- 
ment to speed up its economic 
reforms, saying a growth cate d 
twice tbe five per cent offieiaBf 
forecast was needed if Egypt — ! 
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Hold Complaints 6QS80D 

Price Conudaints 661 176 

Water ana Sewerage 

Com plain ts 897467 

Amman Mnskapdity 

Comp l aints 787111 

Telephone In f or ma t i on 

(droaojy assistance) 121 

Overseas Calb 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Rq*ns — 623101 

AbdaS Tctepbooc Repain 661 10! 

Jonhfl Television 773111 

RatSo Jordan 77411 1 


Water Authority — 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Fight Information 08-53200 

Oncca A fa lull. Airport,,,... QR-S320Q 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAPf: 

Human Medical Centre 813813/32 

KhaM Maternity. J. Anra... 644281/6 

Akich Maternity, J. Amn 642441/2 

Jabal Aatoum Mxtcrmty 642362 

Mates. J. Amman 636140 

Palatine, Snacsam 664171/4 

Sbmdcafli Hospital 669131 

Univcraty Hospital 845845 

AJ-Moasbcr Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic. Abdah 666127/37 

AJ-Ahli. AbdaK 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Mdmjrccti ........ 7771010 

AJ- Bashir. J. Ashrafich 7751 1 1/26 

Amy. Marita 891611/15 

Qacca Afia Hospital 6Q224W50 

Aaaal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zaiqa Govt. Hospital (0 9 >9B332 3 


Zaiqp National Hospital 

Ibn Sna Hospital 

AJHjkaa Modem Hoqatri _ 


Primes, nwHm pim 
Greek Cab* I 
RnAINafccsl 
AQUA: 

P * lA ■■ •- a 

moos lujfl f lOSpudl 


.. (09)900560 
.. (09)986732 

— (09)90990 

— ( 02)275855 
(02)272275 

(02)247100 


(03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This mformalkm h supplied by Rdf*! 
Jordatna (RJ) atforatatioa riepwt- 
mem ar tbe Queen ASa Intenutmaaf 
Airport TcL (08)53200-5. whom k 
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Orafift iwur ... 

Owniimn 


in A 


... 700/706 
._ 60/648.’ 
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> 
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3 King meets with visiting 
Bulgarian deputy premier 


■ '^‘VVMMAN (Petra) — m Majesty ■ ™ country 

^ ! ^£rSBein Sunday received at “jjjj* 1 bene f it froi " Jordanian 
... Qfljrt Bulgarian Depu- ™ 20,165 “* marketing products 

Minister and Trade ™ MlddIe Eastern countries and 
suggested that the Jordanian and 
Bulgarian private sectors launch 
joint economic ventures that 
trade attaches be appointed at the 
Bulgarian and Jordanian embas- 
sies in Amman and Sofia. 

Mr. Jaidaneh said the Jorda- 
nian government will study the 
Bulgarian proposals. 

In talks later with Minister of 
Agriculture Fayez Khasawneh, 
the Bulgarian deputy premier 
said arrangements have been 
made for Bulgarian refrigerated 
tmcks to deliver fresh meat to. 
Jordan and return with shipments 
of Jordanian tomatoes during the 
winter. 

He added that bis country was . 
determined to increase its trade 
with Jordan. 


' irr '* Prime Minister and Trade 

w - ’v^ Vdhiister Valentine Karbachev 
-Vi...? ^ arrived in Amman Friday on 

’ i/v- ^ rfhpsein *nd Mr. Karbachev 
-• r '5*- stressed 1 the need to enhance 
-r. , jpf ^man -Bulgarian cooperation 

'v. varioos fields. The meeting was 

.. *• .. - J-J by Supply Minister 

iad AI Saqqaf and the 
ambassador to Jordan. 



Bi Majesty King Hussein Sunday m eets Bulgarian Deputy Premier 
Valentine Karbachev (Petra photo) 


i Minister of Fi- 
* "< v Aflnce'Basdl Jardaneh. Mr. Kar- 

^**£S&~** to help 

:v- w ^jtL«ctira» jthe J 0 ® 1 Jondanian- 
i aileariai 1 fconomu: Committee 
the volume of trade 
‘*S to* between the two countries. 

Apropos* that Bulgaria and 
~ L Jordan sign iwo agreements: One 
SI] Itruon prevent ig dual taxation, and 
Ollier <m protecting joint m- 




Sharif Zeid visits north 


RAMTrtA (Petra) — Prime Minister 
Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Sunday in- 
spected the northern regions of the 
country. He visited the border post 
near the Syrian border and the con- 
struction sites along the Amman- 
Jcrash-Irbid Highway. 

Sharif Zeid listened to a briefing by 
Minister of Public Works and Hous- 
ing Saad Srour on the construction 
stages of the AJ-Jaber border post. 


near Ramtha and later made a tour of 
that site. 

The prime minister visited the 
seamd and third sections of the road 
hnking Amman with Irbid and was 
bnefed on the difficulties that im- 
peded the progress of construction. A 
senes of landslides were largely re- 
sponsible for the delay; the project 
was to be completed last year. 


ijGroup reiterates demand to regain 
‘control of Arab Orthodox Church affairs 


■JljWi 


:? By EBa Nasrallah 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

— Chairman of the 
~ *tfrab Orthodox Society and Pres- 
&8fent of the Orthodox Central 
' -Victrxmdl for Jordan and Palestine 
7 - '4s -Band Abu Jaber announced that 
"*• K-j Arab Orthodox community 
‘"“•uaaSm determined to follow in the 
^-^^E’feotsteps of its predecessors in 
-«■. ^estabti^S and exercising their 
‘rights and protecting their in- 
... . . terests despite the present Greek 
Vr-^cierey'* “hegemony.” 

V - - At a tecture be delivered in 
^mmK Dr. Abu Jaber reiter- 
77* 5 atcd demands made at the con- 
of the Fifth Orthodox 
^Congress held in Amman last 
1 y ; ^December, “We are deter- 
'■’“ tnined.tp . regain our rights 
• r ' tt “nsnped by the Greek clergy that 
has been abusing the mist, mis- 
^-'handling Arto Orthodox real 
; ^estate, neglecting the interests of 
' :> “ -the Arab Ortbodox community 
and its institntians and controll- 
■ '•'"'sing the : destiny of the Arab 
- ■ ^ Orthodox <3nirch dergy mem- 
hers ou the- two aides of the River 
- u Jordan, " said Dr. Abu Jaber. 
.In his.-l]Htoge-lecture at the 

'al review of historical events in 
the Mkkfle East and Jordan since 
the early Islamic and Byzantine 
periods. 

Providing historical facts about 



the Orthodox church which he 
said was under the control of 
Arab patriarchs throughout his- 
torical eras. Dr. Abu Jaber noted 
that it was an Arab patriarch who 
concluded “the famous Omari 
Pact” with Caliph Omar in Jeru- 
salem in 636 AD, when be hand- 
ed die caliph the keys to the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, 
thus reaffirming long standing 
cooperation between Christians 
and Muslims. 

The lecturer said under Otto- 
man rule, Greece, as well as 
other European and Arab states, 
formed one empire, ruled by the 
Sultan in Constantinople; and it 
was under the rule of Sultan 
Mohammad the Second that the 
Greek deigy were further empo- 
wered to handle religious affairs 
in Palestine for purely political 
reasons. 

“The Ottomans thus opened 
the door wide for the Greeks to 
impose their hegemony on Arab 
Orthodox churches until the late 
1890s, and the early 20th century 
when a real awakening started to 
emerge, with political and reli- 
gious leaders struggling to throw 
off both the Ottoman rule and the 
Greek hegemony, over church 
raffairsy”- according to Dr? Abu 
Jaber. 

What the Arab Orthodox com- 
munity is demanding, be said, is 
legitimate and in line with 
pledges given by the present Pat- 


riarch Deodonis of Jerusalem at 
his inauguration in 1981. 

"The Patriarch made pledges 
■Much he had not kept, including 
a promise to bait all selling or 
leasing of property to the Israelis, 
improving Arab church's status 
spiritually and materially, open- 
ing the door for Arab clergy to 
reach senior church positions, 
giving due care to Orthodox 
schools, etc.,” noted Dr. Abu 
Jaber. 

He said the Arab Orthodox 
community continues to demand 
control of its own affairs because, 
he said, no Arab priest has been 
allowed, since the time of the 
Ottomans, to reach a high posi- 
tion, although the Greeks some- 
times resorted to temporary com- 
promise solutions to appease the 
Arabs. 

' Dr. Abu Jaber, who presented 
the Orthodox community's de- 
mands to the Fifth Orthodox 
Congress last December, reiter- 
ated to his audience the main 
objectives of the Arab commun- 
ity's struggle. These included: 

— seeking to safeguard Arab 
national rights and Orthodox 
community estates, similar to en- 
deavours being spearheaded by 
Roman Catholic Patriarch of 
Jerusalem Michael Sabbah and 
the heads of the Protestant chur- 
ches; 


-— halting deals by which Israel 
was allowed to take hold of lands, 
like the ‘Orthodox cemetery in 
Jaffa, the lands around the St. 
John Monastery, among others; 

— giving due attention to the 
affairs of the churches in Pales- 
tine and Jordan, ...many of these 
estates are in dilapilated condi- 
tion due to years of neglect, like 
those in Zababdeh in the West 
Bank and Madaba church and 
estates at Taj and Hashimi dis- 
tricts in Amman; 

— securing appropriate attention 
to the Arab Orthodox clergy, 
offering them the chance to ac- 
quire higher standards of learning 
to assume leading positions in the 
church; 

— ensuring due care to the 
Ortbdox schools which since 1872 
have been in poor condition 
under the Greeks; and 

— assuming the leadership of die 
Patriarchate in Jerusalem. 

To date, the Cheeks have failed 
in providing protection to efaureb 
estates and Arab rights under the 
occupation, and even refused to 
involve Arab dergy in the church 
council activities. Dr. Abu Jaber 
maintained. 

He stressed that the Orthodox 
community in the two banks is 
200.000 strong and can by no 
means continue to allow Greek 
dergy to handle their destiny in 
such a shameful manner. 


Party publications receive licences 
based on provisional formula — Sbarif 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Political parties are 
being issued licences for their 
newspapers under interim 
arrangements pending parliamen- 
tary approval and enactment of 
the new law on press and publica- 
tions, officials say. 

Lower House of Parliament 
Deputy Suleiman Arar’s Al Mus- 
takbal Party was the first to re- 
ceive a licence, followed by the 
A] Ahd Party of former Ambas- 
sador to the U.S. and Security 
Chief Abdul Hadi Al Majali. 

The Jordan Communist Party, 
of Yacoub Zayadin and the Jor- 
dan Democratic Popular Union 
Party of Azmi Kbawaja have filed 
applications with the Ministry of- 
Information, officials said. 

Minister of Information 
Mahmoud Al Sbarif noted that 
Article 17 of the Political Parties 
Law entitles every registered 
political group to have its own 
publication. But the 1973 Press 
and Publications- Law does not 
provide for licences based on 
such a consideration, he pointed 
out. 

Therefore, he told the Jordan 
Times, “we are using a comprom- 
ise formula which allows licences 
to be issued to individuals” pend- 
ing the finalisation and adoption 
of the draft press and publications 
law which is now under debate in 


the Upper House of Parliament. 

The 1973 law provides for li- 
cences to be issued to four dis- 
tinct categories: A journalist who 
is a member of the Jordan Press ■ 
Association (JPA), a university 
graduate, a company dedicated to 
journalistic activities or a news 
agency. 

Issa Jamhani, head of the Press 
and Publications Department of 
the Ministry of Information, said 
• the licences for political party 
publications were issued to the 
secretary-general of the con- 
cerned party on the basis that the 
licensee is a university graduate. 

“The clear understanding is 
that die publication will be dedi- 
cated to the party” once the press 
law comes into force, Mr. Jamha- 
ni told the Jordan Times. 

The arrangement will be valid 
until the formal enactment of the 
new law on press and publica- 
tions, and the publications would 
have to make tbe necessary 
changes to make them compati- 
ble with the new regulations. 

Mr. Sharif said the Council of 
Ministers had the final say in 
granting licences for political 
publications on a case-by-case 
basis, in line with recommenda- 
tions of the Ministry of Informa- 
tion. 

Foreign-licensed publications 
of Jordanians — such as tbe Al 
Ahaii of the Jordan People's 
Democratic Party, and Al Ribat 



Mahmoud Al Sharif 

of the Muslim Brotherhood and 
others — have to go through the 
same procedures, he said. There 
cannot be an automatic switch 
over of such publications to a 
Jordanian licence, he explained. 

Regardless of who owns, edits 
or publishes, all foreign-licensed 
publications are subject .to cen- 
sorship before approval for entry 
to the Kingdom. Locally-licensed 
publications are not subject to 
any form of censorship. 

While the door is open for daily 
newspapers, the licences sought 
by and issued to AI Mustakbal 
and Al Ahd, as well as the 
applications filed by Dr. Zayadin 
and Mr. Kbawaja, are for weekly 
publications, Mr. Jamhani said. 


“It is up to the applicants to 
decide what to apply for,” he 
said. “There are no objections to 
daily newspapers, but no one has 
so far sought a licence for a 
daily." 

Many journalists and business- 
men in the publishing industry 
believe that the main dissuading 
factor for seeking licences for 
dailies is that there is little room 
for another daily publication in 
Jordan. 

Spokesmen for other parties 
said they were finalising the sub- 
mission of applications to the 
Ministry of Information. There 
was no clear indication how many 
of the 16 political parties reg- 
istered with the Ministry of In- 
terior since Sept. 1 would seek 
licences for publications. 

In the meantime, the Ministry 
of Information is also open for 
licences for “specialised" publica- 
tions, Mr. Sharif said. 

The main criteria for such li- 
cences, the minister said, were 
that the publication should be 
non-political in nature and be 
dedicated to certain sectors of 
social and economic life such as 
fashion, sports, tourism, compu- 
ters etc. 

Although applications for poli- 
tical publications are to be refer- 
red to the Council of Ministers, 
the Ministry of Information is 
empowered to license “special- 
ised” non-political publications- 


TCC bent on enforcing 
late payment policy 


r Attacker faces trial for attempted murder of child 




By a Judan Tunes 
Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A six-year-old girl 
~ brutalised bya youth in front of a 
•. • -husque outride Amman Jl days 
. i_;: ago remained in a coma Sunday, 

, . and police have rejected the 
,. :j ^assailant’s plea of mental de- 
rangement and are planning to 
• ."Ay him for attempted murder. 

•. Rana AI Azzeh, the eldest 

’.daughter of Mohammad Al 

/Azzeh, was sitting in her father's 
• - 5ar along with her four-year-old 
. brother and two-year-old sister 
a mosque in Russeifa on 
Feb. 12, when the attack occur- 
.. . according to family sources. 

- "'Ljhey were waiting for their 
rather, a Ministry of Education 
employee, to come out of the 
mosque after Friday prayers 
-when the assailant, identified as 
' .. . A-TH ., a resident of Wihdat, 
^.approached them, said Salameb ' 
.7* Azzeh, their grandfather. 


According to other sources, the 
assailant, described as a “youth” 
in police reports, was asked to 
leave the mosque when he inter- 
rupted the sermons which follow 
Friday prayers. “He was shouting 
at the preacher and abusing him. ' 
and other worshippers threw him 
out of tbe mosque,” said one - 
source. 

The youth came out of the 
mosque, and “pulled the elder 
girl and the boy, Murad, out of 
the car and started beating them 
and banging their heads against 
the wall,” said the elderly Azzeh, 
.quoting eyewitnesses. 

‘'The boy collapsed and fell 
down, and tbe man kept on bang- 
ing the girl’s head,” he told the 
Jordan Times in a telephone in- 
terview from the hospital room 
where the girl is under intensive 
care. 

A few minutes later the 
assailant, a car mechanic, left tbe 
scene leaving the two victims 


bleeding bn the ground. He was 
arrested immediately by police 
who were alerted by witnesses, 
the grandfather of the children 
said. 

Both children were immediate- 
ly admitted to hospital. The boy 
was released after treatment 
shortly thereafter. The girl has 
yet to regain consciousness and 
her condition remains serious. 

“Murad was relatively lucky to 
escape with injuries, but Rana 
has suffered serious brain dam- 
age,” said Mr. Azzeh. “Her con- 
dition has not changed since she 
was hospitalised in an uncon- 
scious state.” 

According to local reports, the 
assailant pleaded to police that “a 
genie” had urged him to attack 
tbe children. Tbe reports said 
police had discounted this argu- 
ment — which implies mental 
derangement leading to the ac- 
cused being judged not responsi- 
ble for his behaviour — and that 


the assailant would be tried at the 
Russeifa court. 

The charge is expected to be 
attempted murder. 

It was not immediately dear 
whether the youth had fcny pre- 
vious record of similar behaviour, 
but some members of the Azzeh 
family said they had inquired 
about him in Wihdat and were 
told that he had a history of 
violence. 

There was no explanation to 
the presence of the youth at a 
mosque in Russeifa, away from 
bis residence in Wihdat. Azzeh 
family members said the family of 
tbe assailant was from Burin in 
the occupied West Bank, but that 
there was no family q Barrel which 
could perhaps explain the attack. 

“We don’t know the man. We 
hadn't even heard of him,” said 
the grandfather of the chDdren. 
“Why did he do such a thing to 
my children?" he sobbed over tbe 
phone. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Tele- 
communications Corporation 
(TCC) says it is determined'' to 
enforce its recently adopted poli- 
cy of demanding, , that tele- 
phone bills be paid monthly by 
subscribers and will not accept 
public protests of the policy be- 
cause it has started to bear fruit. 

Director of the TCC*s Finance 
Department Adel Shamafleh Sun- 
day said in a statement tbe TCC 
will continue to partially suspend 
telephone services should subscri- 
bers fail to settle their accounts 
within IS days of receiving their 
bills, but would also suspend ser- 
vice altogether if response for 
payment was not forthcoming 
beyond tbe 15 days. 

Tbe last time toe -TCC took 
such action was on Feb. 1 when 
services to 8,300 subscribers were 
suspended compared with 30,000 


toe previous month, he said. 

This means that toe public has 
started to respond favourably to 
toe TCCs rules in order to avoid 
any inconvenience, he .added. 

Within two weeks, tbe TCC 
plans to bill subscribers; they can 
call at tbe TCC auditors to verify 
toe charges before payment, Mr. 
Sham ail eh said. 

He said the public would do 
well to open accounts in local 
banks and transfer toe bills to 
these accounts so that a deduc- 
tion, in payment of toe telephone 
bills, can be automatic and save 
the subscriber any inconvenience. 

The TCC is acting in line with 
regulations in order to ensure 
prompt collection of payments to 
njeet its mounting commitments 
and cany out expansion projects, 
Mr. Shamaileh said. 


A YF to launch 8-point plan 
to develop youth sector 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Arab 
Youth Forum (AYF) Sunday 
held its second General Confer- 
ence in .Amman and announced 
an eight-point programme to con- 
tribute to toe development of the 
youth sector in Jordan. . 

The opening session was 
addressed by Abdullah Kanaan 
who represented His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan. He 
urged forum members to follow 
in toe footsteps of the Hashemite 
leaders who. be said, have built 
the country and continue to pur- 
sue its progress by implementing 
toe principles of the Great Arab 
Revolt. 

Minister of Youth Saleh 
Irsheidat also addressed the ses- 
sion and outlined the various 
activities being conducted by the 
ministry. 

Director General of the Jordan . 
Cooperative Organisation Jamal 
Al Bedour reviewed plans involv- 
ing the youth sector in socio- 


economic development and coop- 
eratives work. 

AYF Deputy Chairman 
Sahban Khletfat said in a speech 
the forum has 19 branches around 
the country, adding that its mem- 
bers are constantly involved in 
lectures or seminars and have re- 
cently participated in providing 
medical services to 4,000 people 
in the rural areas. 

The eight-point programme 
put before the conference entails 
conducting the following activi- 
ties: 

— finding work for unem- 
ployed AYF members through 
the creation of income-generating 
projects; 

— involving AYFs members in 
agricultural projects to be carried 
out on state-owned land leased to 
tbe forum; 

— involving the members in 
constructing hostels for travelling 
youth; 



MINISTRY OF PI 'BMC HOOKS A HOl'SINU 
(;< IVMtNMI.Vr TFNINCRS l>IRK<TORAI>: 


Ministry of Public Works and Housing 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Central Tenders Announcement Invitation 
To Tender No. (14/93) 

German Consulting Engineering firms specialised in water 
systems in association with Jordanian Consulting En- 
gineering firms in the field of water who have been 
qualified Government Tenders Directorate in field of water 
class (A or B) and who are interested in participating in 
this tender are requested to contact the Government 
Tenders Directorate at the Ministry of Public Works and 
Housing Amman, Jordan to receive tenders documents 
starting from 21/2/1993 and in accordance with the 
following terms: 

1. Scope of work: 

The Water Authority of the Ministry of Water and 
Irrigation of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan is 
seeking the services of an experienced and suitably 
qualified consulting engineering firm to update and 
modify existing tender documents and to provide 
leakage detection services, if necessary (stage 1), 
and to supervise the construction of the rehabilitation 
of two parts (contracts 1 A and 1 B) of the water system 
in the Greater Amman Area (stage 11). The consulting 
services will be financed by the Kreditanstalt fur 
Wiederaufbau (KFW). Engineering firms from the 
Federal Republic of Germany may submit proposals 
for this work. Each selected firm will be required to 
associate with a Jordanian consultant who has been 
listed as a company in the fietds.of water supply and 
distribution, electrical, and mechanical projects by the 
Jordanian Engineers Association. The overall level of 
effort of the Jordanian firm shall be not less than thirty 
per cent of the professional man months. 

2. Each tender price JD 100 non-refundable. 

3. Last date for purchase of tender documents on March 
9. 1993. 

4 . Offers shall be submitted to the Government Tenders 
Directorate before 13:30 local time on Tuesday, March 
16, 1993. 

Chairman, Central Tender Committee 
Government Tenders Directorate 
Eng. Basheer Al Jaghbeer 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


rVt 


■- King sends congratulatory cable to Qatari emir 

- AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty King Hussein Sunday sent a 
rable to the emir of Qatar, Sheikh Khalifah Ben Hamad Al 
congratulating him in his name and on behalf of the 
.Jordanian government and people on the anniversary of jus 
.accession to the throne King Hussein wished Sheikh Khalifah 
-continued good health and happiness and the Qatari people 
‘farther progress and prosperity. 

' Crown Prince, Princess Sarvath return to Amman 



t Snnday by His Majesty King Hussein and other dignitaries 
.roHowing their tour of France, Italy and the United Kingdom. 

'Ministry to distribute canned food during Ramadan 

ffiM AN (Petra) — The Ministry of Social Development plans to 
Witalfi 60,000 cans of food to needy families during the Holy 
“«Mh of Racndan, according to Minister Amin Mashaqbeh. Dr. 
nasbaqbeh said last week the ministry distributed 100,000 cans of 
^tables in different regions. . 

Yordanian travel agent honoured 

AIMAN (Petra)— The Ministry of Tourism Sunday honoured a 
cal travel agent for his distinguished efforts to promote toe 
vrism industry in Jordan. Mr. Mohammad Hijazi, the director 
'the Nahas Travel and Tourist Agency, arranged die first trip by 
group of Japanese tourists to Jordan. A special ceremony was 
dd at the office of Minister of Tourism Yanal Hfiunat where Mr. 
ijazi was presented with a meritorial award. 


WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


EXHIBITIONS 

’ Exhibition of pafotings by 
four Arab artists from the 
United States — Ghada 
Jamal, Helen Khal, Saha 

Noursiand AfafZorayfc — 
at tbe Abdtd Hamad Sbo- 
man Foundation Gallery in 
Jabal Amman, between tbe 
First and Second Circles 
(10 a.UL- 6 p.m.) 

Exhibition of oi paintings 
by Iraqi artist Mohammad 
Fakher ft Bafedna Art Gal- 
lery. 

BthiMtiftw of painting s by 

Iraqi artists Mohammad 
Fradi and Jaber Mqjbd & 
Alia Art GaHery. 

FILM 

1 Wench film entitled “La 
Vie de Famflfe” at tiie 
French Gritnral Centre at 
8 pan. (1984, 98 min.). 



The National Music Conservatory / Moor Al Husseto Foundation 

presents 

Aram Zaraaian 

Otail Haddad 
in a violin and piano recital 
in the programme pieces by: 

Vivaldi, Beethoven, Saint-Saens and others 
Saturday, 27 February 1993 - 8 JO p.m. 

Tbe Royal Cultural Centre - Main Theatre 

Tickets for JD 5 each ara available at; 

- The Royal Cult oral Centre, let- 669026 

- fiabidic. Id. 661322 

- Riba* Stores, Id. 693775 

. Philadelphia Hold, id. 663100 

- The National Music Coservatory. tel. 687620 




Alcorum Foundation for Culture & Fine Arts 
Japanese Language Centre d-uuu5\ _ 

Non-Profit Organisation Elite Encounter £ — 

Japan - Jordan Cross Culture JL i)— U 6) & 

Where Kings Road Meets the Root of the Sun 

INVEST IN YOUR FUTURE TO MEET THE 93 CHALLENGES 

We have the pleasure to invite you to the Culture of Japan. 

Where you can study the philosophy and history of language, 

Nice to share you the knowledge so, time is invaluable. 

Your career is your own art piece, and your distinguished 
decision on 93 is our first distinguished introduction. 

The Kings Road has not yet mingled with the Root of _the Sim 
An unbuilt bridge is your mission to construct: NIHONGO 

Join us to study the Japanese language, spend two and a half months 
with our highly qualified instructors. 

Our second course of stage one is starting on 27th Feb. 93 every Sat Mon. Wed. 
from 18:30*19:30 and 15:30-16:00 

Fnr registration, please call: 06-677765, 679454 
we are located kSw Amman, Fdth Cirde, «Hkr “ SI 
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The forgotten human right 


THIS YEAR has already witnessed an unpre- 
cedented increase in heating-related deaths due 
basically to negligence. Barely two months into 
ffce new year, the death toll of beating, related 
fires or asphyxiation reached 18 men, women and 
childr en. The concerned authorities have also 
reported no less than 37 other cases involving 
near-death situations. How many more similar 
Incidents have taken place but went anreported, 
we have no way of knowing. 

To pot the blame solely on the public is unfair 
since this would be an oversimpfification of the 
problem. It so happens that all the victims of such 
accidents are poverty 'stricken. Staring the cold 
months of the year, these people need beating just 
as modi as the middle and upper-class people of 
lie country. The less fortunate among us thus try 
la stay w a rm in the best way they know how and 
can afford. 

The authorities have indeed sounded the alarm 
about the phenomenon but have not presented the 
affected people with a viable alternative that they 
can afford. To begin with, the government’s 
response has been sporadic at best and has only 
reacted whenever a situation arose that took the 
fives of persons. There was no systematic cam- 
paign at the b eginning of the winter season, for 
example, warning the people about the inherent 
dangers of improper heating and telling them how 
ta provide heat for their homes safely and 
dttaply. 

The poor need and deserve not only warnings 
about dangerous heating methods but also advM 
OB how to go about coping with freezing tempera- 
tures. Heating in winter is a human right that calls 
for more than a haphazard reaction from the 
central government. The state is duty bound to 
show the way for efficient and cheap heating by 
developing suitable methods to be followed by 
citizens. The Royal Scientific Society (RSS) has 
taken several initiatives to provide local technolo- 
gies for domestic purposes among which are solar 
and wind energies. But the RSS is called upon to 
go one step further by attempting to develop 
low-cost heating technology that unprivileged 
Jordanians and guest workers can apply. To cry 
wolf every time Jordanians or foreign labourers 
(Be from suffocation due to improper use of 
heating methods is not sufficient. More has to be 
done in order to be ready and able to save lives 
next year and beyond. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I Arabic daily commented Sunday on the outcome of 
me et ing s held in Amman between the U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher and Jordanian leaders, noting that King 
Hussein has stressed, to the U.S. administration, Jordan's 
keenness on pursuing the peace process once the expellees’ 
problem has been settled. The paper said that Jordan is keen on 
resuming die peace talks because it is keen on ending aggression 
and helping the Palestinians regain their land and their freedom. 
However, the paper pointed out that Israel’s present policies and 
its rejection to repatriate the 416 Palestinians now stranded in 
southern Lebanon do not help the cause of peace and do not 
encourage the Arab parties to resume the talks. The only way to 
abort Israel's practices and end its intransigence is a world 
community decision forcing the Jewish state to accept the 
international legitimacy and implement U.N. resolution, the 
paper said. King Hussein was careful to remind the United States 
of its principles and values which, he said, should be put into 
practice and applied everywhere in the world, the paper said. It 
said that the King was careful to remind Washington that only the 
United States, which has been backing Israel at all levels, can 
force it to succumb to the world community’s will. Jordan, said 
die paper, believes that the aspired peace would not be the fruit of 
the Arab- Israeli peace negotiations alone bat that which involves 
die U.S- administration in the peace-making process. 


AI Dustour daily dwelt also on the hill partnership of the U.S. 

cess. At the joint press 


administration in the peace-making process, 
conference held Saturday, King Hussein underlined the import- 
ance of Washington’s role in the process, expressing hope that the 
U.S. administration would do all in its power to ensure the success 
of the peace process so that the region can enjoy security and 
stability. The paper said that Washington’s readiness to play the 
role of fell partner in the peace process was a welcome 
development especially as the pledge from Washington coincided 
with Mr. Christopher's tour of the region. But while welcoming 
the move, Jordan is keen to warn the various parties against 
resuming the peace negotiations without removing all the 
obstacles that impede peace, the paper said. It said that 
repression in the occupied Arab lands should end, the expellees 
should be repatriated and die legitimate rights of the Palestinians 
should be recognised so that the road to peace can be smooth. 
The paper said that Jordan is willing to resume the peace process 


but it requires an opportune climate for such as process to succeed 
and to ndfil die aspirations of the peoples of die region. 


Increased Palestinian assertiveness calls for cool assess 


In retrospect, the Palestinian tide, ever since the incumbent 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin ascended to power, has chosen to 
exert more pressure on Israel. This added press ure w as demons- 
trated by the increase in the tempo of the intifada and its 
escalation into an armed conflict where more and more Israeli 
soldiers are being ambushed and killed. The Israeli scale of 
oppression against the Palestinians is likewise increasing, culmi- 
nating in an uprecedented high rate of death among the 
Palestinian youth. 

The repeated threats to abandon the peace process, whether in 
its bilateral or multilateral forms, because of lack of progress or 
on account of the expulsion of more than 400 Palestinians to 
southern Lebanon manifests an increase in Palestinian assertive- 
ness ever since the Israeli Labour-led government was formed in 
1992. This additional Palestinian self-confidence and aggressive- 
ness towards Rabin’s government can be explained on three 
fundamental grounds: one is tbe long-standing Arab and Palesti- 
nian conception that in the final analysis there is no difference 
between Labour and Likud when it comes to the Palestinian case 
and tbe broader Arab- Israeli conflicts. Second is tbe overall 
Palestinian perception that Rabin could be more vulnerable to 
Arab and Palestinian pressures than the Likud. Last, there is a 
growing belief in tbe Arab camp that in the post Gulf war era 
U.N. Security Council resolutions have acquired a new sense of 
urgency and respect that makes them sacrosanct and more likely 
to be enforceable than ever before. 

Aimed with a multitude of U.N. resolutions that dearly lend 
support to tbe Arab posture on the Arab- Israeli conflicts, 
including tbe Palestinian dimension, the Arab side appears to 
have acquired a new sense of self-confidence hitherto absent in 
the search for a permanent settlement to the main Middle East 
conflict. 


The overwhelming concern is whether this developing Palesti- 
nian stance runs tbe risk of aborting the so-called "last windo w o f 
opportunity" to resolve tbe entire range of Arab-Israeli disputes. 
Tbe worst-case scenario that can be contemplated in this vein is 
tbe collapse of tbe peace negotiating process and the demise of 
Rabin's Labour-led government in its aftermath. 

In tbe complex equation of tbe Arab-Israd peace parleys, there 
are many existing variables, one of which is the absolute certainty 
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in Israel as tantamount to tbe bankruptcy of Rabin’s policy. 
Should push come to shove, tbe Israeli Labour government would 
most certainly lose power. This would bring tire Likud back into 
government and what would follow could irreversibly jeopardise 
the serious efforts to settle the Palestinian question and put it on 
tire back burner for some decades. 

According to this scenario, the Arab side, especially the 

Palestinians, may need to reassess its tactics and manoeuvres lest 

it should end up empty handed. For starters, in spite of the past 
record of the Labour Party on the Palestinian conflict and the 
previous performances of Rabin himself, there is little doubt that 
there is a fundamental di ffer ence between Labour and Likud 
regarding the peace process. One has to be blind not to discern 
this difference. For one thing. Labourites at least entertain the 
concept of land for peace on tbe basts of U.N. Security Council 
Resolution 242, whereas Likudniks view the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip as lands of Israel over which they will never relinquish 
sovereignty. Second, tbe Labour constituency in Israel appears to 
be moving closer than ever to recognising the mainstream FLO as 
a full partner in the peace talks and has taken effective steps in 
that direction already, among which is the rescinding of the 1986 
law that banned any contacts with the PLO. Thud, the new 
Labour thinking m Israel has effectively taken a strategic decision 
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government — 

Labour led government would not. 

Yet this fa not and could not be the total 
situation. Unfortunately, there fa not asmgte 
u«vi/> which has earned its freedom and independenc e witbo ulan 
ZS^^ftSt^alled Israel’s polited 
iSSSSinot bcexpected to be thefhstwho^W sfem^ 
use of arms to attain their political 

cannot be so naive as to anticipate a strictly passive Palestinian 
resistance to occupation. 

Where the Palestinian armed struggle could go tembl ywrongfa 
when innocent people get killed in a manner 
Islamic humanitarian law governing armed conflict. It so rc*PP“s 
that Islam has introduced the most humane principles on tw 
conduct of warfare, according to which not a<*dd. woman^ 
man or innocent human being may be kille d. The . Islamic 
guidelines on waging an armed struggle is so progressive, ana 
humane as to even exclude the destruction of trees and animate m 
wars. This is where the Arab side must be faithful even when the 
Israeli security forces commit the worst atrocities against them. 


The Palestinians may be the losers , but . . . 


Israel has undertaken the big- 
gest collective expulsion since 
1967. of scientists, professors 
and students, largely as a test 
case for the new American 
administration and the new 
secretary of state, whose 
appointment was anathema to 
Zionist lobby groups such as 
the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee (AIPAC), 
which had been “walking the 
corridors of the Congress to 
stop a Christopher appoint- 
ment.” Unfortunately, it 
seems that the secretary of 
state has paid a heavy price for 
gaining the trust of the overly 
demanding lobby, not only by 
contravening the Geneva Con- 
vention, which prohibits de- 
portation for any reason, but 
also the spirit of his president’s 
commitmeiit to “renew Amer- 
ica", “revitalise democracy” 
and reform American politics 
“so that power and privilege 
no longer shoot down the voice 
of the people.” 

Tbe American-Israeli deal, 
concocted behind the back of 
the Security Council, has in 
fact not only upheld Israel’s 
war crime, but has discredited 
tiie U.S/ self-appointed role of 
leading tbe world, a role which 
necessarily needs great leaders* 
committed to noble ideals, not 
politicians who undermine the 


basic principles of human 
for political expediency. 


rights 

and acquiescence to tbe pri- 
vileged who, indeed, shout 
down tbe voice of the people. 
For I am sure that the Amer- 
ican people, who' promoted tbe 
idea of a people's right to 
self-determination, civil dis- 
obedience against oppressors 
and equality and freedom, 
would not endorse such a deal. 

With the new U.S. secretary 
of state’s arrival in die region, 
we can anticipate the message 
he will bring from Washington. 
Like his predecessor, James 
Baker, he anil be likely to 
inform the Palestinian nego- 
tiators that if they fail to attend 
the next round of negotiations 
they will be the losers. 
Whether the message underlies 
a threat or constitutes advice, 
only time will tell. 

But the fact is that without 
the Palestinians’ joining the 
peace process there would 
have been no Madrid. They 
have participated in tin nego- 
tiations after accepting the im- 
position of Israel's conditions: 
surrendering international legi- 
timacy as represented by U.N. 
resolutions 181 and 194, which 
respectively prescribe the 
establishment of a Palestinian 
state and the return of the 
refugees expelled by Israel; ac- 
quiescence in the cancellation 
of a direct role for the legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinians — the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO); postponing tbe ques- 
tion of Jerusalem, the key to 
any peace ; deferring the ques- 
tion of settlement and col- 
onisation of their homeland — 
the ground on which peace will 
be realised; and even accepting 
Israel's anomalous condition of 
approving the names of the 
Palestinian delegation, an un- 
precedented condition in the 
history of any negotiations. 

Tbe Palestinian people wel- 
comed foe peace process by 
presenting dive brandies to 
Israeli soldiers who recipro- 
cated by shooting and killing 
children during foe celebra- 
tions. Some Arab and Palesti- 
nian leaden wdteomed Rabin’s 

ejection, trusting he had for- 
saken his historical role of 
being the “mass expeller” of 
Lydda and Ramleh in 1948 and 
the breaker of the bones of 
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Palestinian children, in the for- 
lorn hope for a peaceful op- 
tion. But now, all the illusions 
included in his election cam- 
paign, of peace in nine months, 
have been shattered by the 
reawakening of “mass expel- 
Jer” Rabin. 

The mass expulsion of De- 
cember, 1992 has really stalled 
the peace process. Not because 
of the criminality of dumping 
400 Palestinians into the freez- 
ing hills of southern Lebanon, 
or because of the infringement 
on the sovereignty of another 
state — a partner in the peace 
process — but because of what 
it reaffirms. As inhuman and 
callous as tbe mass expulsion 
is, it is only a manifestation of 
what Israel wants out of the 
negotiations: the affirmation of 
its continued hegemony over 
the Palestinian people. Israel is 
trying to unequivocally assert 
the real nature of its vision for 
the solution of the “Palestinian 
problem": the granting of legi- 
timacy by tbe international 
community and the Palestinian 
people to Israeli sovereignty 
over foe occupied territories, 
including its right to expel any 
number .of the “stateless 
minority.” For tbe Israeli pre- 
scription of the Civil Adminis- 
tration’s autonomy is a colonial 
prescription without the 
“advantage” to the indigenous 
people of having the protection 
of citizenship m the colonial 
state. This was confirmed by 
the recent High Court decision 
on deportation which capitu- 
lated to Rabin’s assertion that 
he will retain foe “right” to use 
deportation in the future. Sad- 
ly, the U.S. -Israel "deal," 
which dreumvented U.N. Re- 
solution 799, and which failed 
to address the illegality of de- 
portation, was considered a 
victory for Israel's interpreta- 
tion that the U.S. administra- 
tion's compliaty effectively 
confirmed Israel's right to de- 
port Palestinians. 

This recent mass expulsion 
was foe straw which broke the 
camel's back. It further under- 
mined the credibility of tbe 
negotiations and the sponsors. 
Further, it defies the U-$- 
com i n itm ent that, “The U.S. fa 
opposed to the Israeli annexa- 
tion of East Jerusalem and the 
extension of Israeli law on It 
and tbe extension of Jeru- 
salem’s municipal boundaries. 
We encourage all sides to 


avoid unilateral acts that would 
exasperate local tensions or 
make negotiations more diffi- 
cult or preempt their final out- 
come.” 

Israel’s defiance is under- 
written and financed by die 
American tax-payer, and its 
unilateral systematic Judaisa- 
tion of the occupied territories 
indeed “make negotiations 
more difficult or preempt their 
final outcome. 


The proposition that the 
Palestinians should negotiate 
or “lose” is disingenuous in the 
extreme, for as the following 
evidence clarifies, the Palesti- 
nians are indeed already losing 
they are losing — their lives, 
their land, and their future. 

— Over 1,170 Palestinians 
have been killed by Israelis 
since the intifada began. Since 
Rabin came to power, dose to 
100 people have been killed 
and many more hundreds 
woipided. Ten children under 
the age of sixteen have been 
killed ance the beginning of 
December, a 180 per cent in- 
crease, and over 300 have been 
killed since the outbreak of the 
intifada. Summary executions 
by Israeli undercover units 
have increased markedly, 
accounting for at least SO 
deaths in the last year, and 
now Israeli forces are using 
anti-tank missiles to destroy 
Palestinian homes. 

— Rabin has allowed settle- 
ment to continue in all areas 
under occupation. New bous- 
ing starts are reported close to 
Ramallah and Hebron, and 
Israeli government statistics re- 
veal that over twelve thousand 
unite will be completed in Che 
“Greater Jerusalem” area 
alone, in the near future, in an 
acceleration of Israel's relent- 
less Judaisatkm of the dty. 

All tbe above evidence 
serves to underline the level of 
“control” which Israel is able 
to exert over the Palestinian 
ilation with impunity. 
Site Israel claims that these 
actions are a response to the 
resistance of the Palestinians, 
in fa ct, . Israel’s “insecurity" 
stems only from its occupation. 
Even Hamas spokesmen have 
said that an end to resistance 
activity will follow an end to 
the occupa ti on. This fa the 
reality which U.S. diplomacy 
should be seeking to address, 
not piecemeal “deals” which 
undermine the real search for 


legitimate peace. 

At present, the U.S. posi- 
tion of protecting farad and 
failing to adopt a consistent 
legal standard facilitates, if not 
supports, tbe continuation of 
die vicious circle of violence 
which, ultimately, can only 
lead to even more callous 
Israeli acts of violence and 
repression. Today, under the 
pretext of “necessary force/’ 
Israel expels over 400 and con- 
tinues to take land, demolish 
•houses and kill and maim 
young Palestinian children. 
Yet, if farad’s occupation con- 
tinues, then so will the resist- 
ance to it. What will then be 
farad’s response? Logically, it 
can only be even more violent, 
otherwise the twisted logic of 
the deterrence of force is 
meaningless. Thus, tomorrow 
we may -see the expulsion of 
thousands, the demolition of 
entire villages and the shooting 
dead of countless numbers who 
resist. If the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people are not 
met, and if Israel continues to 
act not only with impunity but 
with compliance and support 
from the U.S., what other 
direction can-foe conflict take? 
A new holocaust perp et r at ed 
by the victims of the last? 

Nobody on the Palestinian 
side wishes the conflict to 
readi this point. They have 
participated in good faith in 
the negotiations m the hope of 
securing a peaceful future for 
the Palestinian people. But it fa 
becoming increasingly dear 
that the proposals which the 
Palestinians are being asked to 
consider are nothing more than 
occupation and subjugation 
under different, legitimising. 


the partition plan, they were 
stopped by force from estab- 
lishing their own state at the 
time, brad refused, as the 
recent revelations of the Zion- 
ist Archive prove, to settle the 
p robl em by negotiations in 
Lausanne. They rejected a 
proposal for the peace initiated 
by Shfah&kly In the 1950s. The 
Israelis rejected Nasser’s 
peaceful proposals mediated 
by Goldberg, -a prominent 
Zionist leader. They attacked 
ami banished the leaders of the 
first central leadership of all 
the occupied territories of 
1967, namely the leadership of 
the nascent Palestinian Nation- 
al Front, one month after it 
had initiated a meeting to 
promote the idea of a territo- 
rial compromise. At the same 
time, brad claimed there was 
no Palestinian leadership to 
talk to! Even the village 
leagues, formed from among 
collaborators, were imprisoned 
when they proposed a peaceful 
solution to the end of the 
occupation. And, Israel and 
the U.S. rejected the Palesti- 


nian peace initiative, promot- 
ing a two-state solution, worfc- 
ed-out after strenuous discus- 
sion in foe Palestinian National • 
Council in 1974. 

Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher must be asked to ; 
clarify just What the U.S/ vi- • 
skm of peace fa. Does the U.S. 
administration truly envisage a - 
continuation of Israeli occupa- 
tion under the guise of a civil 
administration and thus a con- " 
tarnation of violence and con- ■ 
ffict? It must be made dear to - 
all concerned that, in the final ' 
analysis, a failure to address 
foe legitimate needs of all par- 
ties will mean that all sides will ' 
be the lasers. Unending vkh ' 
fence win ultimately affect afl“ 
communities in the region, for 
no Arab will ever accept 
farad's c on t in ued subjugation 
of foe Palestinian people, mid 
.foe occupation of Palestinian • 
land. 

If foe Palestinians are indeed 
*Boce more the “losers”, it will , 
not be due to their failure to * 
attend the next round of nego- ’ 
nations. The U.S. cannot 
blame the Palestinians for re- 
jecting tbe granting of legi- 
timacy to then continued sub- 
jugation, or- for legitimately 
demanding foe. implementa- 
tion of a Security Council re- ' 
solution. Rather, it win be doe 
to the failure of the U.S. gov- 
ernment to ensure the negotia- 
tions are based on the orig in al 
assurances and guarantees * 
given before Madrid; it will be 
because of the UJ5. failure to - 
adhere to international rather ' 
tiun political expediency, its 
failure to abide by tbe fegjsla- - 
tion of its own Congress and 
cease supporting a country . 
which violates human rights' 
and its failure to support the 
will of the international com- 
munity, as embodied in the '* 
Security Council, to ensure the 
immediate return of the depor- 
tees. 

The new secretary of state'- 
should be told: “Yes, foe 
Palestinians may be the losers,- 
but, in thal case tbe Pafesti- *’ 
nians will never grant legitima- '* 
cy to Israel and its occupation. u ' 
and the chance for peace wiH-‘ 
be lost." 


Tbe writer is director of the 
Amman-based Jerusalem Cen- 
tre for Development Studies. ■ 


names. Losers as they may be, 
rant Israel tbe 


popnl 

Whilst 


they will never grant 
“fcptteacy” to continue 
occupying Palestinian land and 
implementing the Zionist solu- 
tion of mass transfer. 

The U.S. could impose, by 
its partiality and its indiffer- 
ence to the legitimate rights of 
the Palestinian people, a poli- 
tical settlement But, it fa vital 
to remember that the centre of 
tbe conflict and tbe core of foe 
Middle East problem was and 
still is the Palestinian problem. 
■The question was never any- 
thing but tbe Palestinian ques- 
tion- And the question is not 
the myth of “all-or-nothing.” 
For, since 1948, though the 
Palestinians vocally rejected 
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:ae ^>nAsSorD.S. official travelling 
4 ith Ml Christopher was Friday 

r JKSdofk to get brad speed up 

STiafiad review process of the 
Israeli officials have 
» ..■ ■-**!. comment on the U.S. 

Taber said Mr. Christ- 
^ . «■-- -*s — , means to 


overcome obstacles to the peace 
process so that concentration 
could be given to the negotia- 
tions, saying the U.S. was corn- 
nutted to the principles upon 
which the peace talks were laun- 
ched and to which all parties had 



Mr. Christopher said the U.S. 
had no intentions to encroach on 
the territorial integrity of Iraq, 
pomfevgerat that it does not view 
the conflict with Iraq as a person- 
al conflict. Dr. Aba Jaber said. 

Mr. Otristopher said the U.S. 
“has no conflict with the Iraqi 
people," but emphasised the 
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U.S* pledges 'honest broker’ role 

: (Centtamed Emm page 1) 

called for solving the expellee 
crisis, Syrian presidential spokes- 
man Joubran Konriefa said. 
"President Assad affirmed 
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tjilr - Christopher also said he 
U.S. ties with Syria but 
hfe deefined to give details. 

diplomats expected 
jjjm to raise the iss ue of Syria's 
tHW Jewish community, which 
was afiowed to immigrate for 
nind, of last year until Syria 
stopped granting exit visas. 
^T^rootinued presence in 
Damascus of organisations which 
Washrogton says are engaged in 
“icironsro” was also expected to 
be discussed as an obstacle to 
better bilateral ties. 

Kfr. Christopher, making his 
first foray into the volatile Middle 
Es 5 t since his appointment last 
mouth, stressed that it was im- 
perative that the pasties return to 
£e negotiations quickly. 

Starting afresh, he stressed, 
-would be undesirable.’' 

After talks with the leaders of 
Egypt, Jordan and Syrian midway 
through his six-country tour, Mr. 
Christopher said that many of the 
officials he has talked to “have 
spoken of the very adverse effect 
if we drop the peace process.” 
Mr. Christopher said that the 
United States now plans to be a 
“ftiB partner” in the peace pro- 
cess by “being active, by being 
concerned., playing the role of 
honest broker, playing die rote of 
the fadStator... we intend to. if 
aavttiHt. to be more active than 
we have in the past." 

But he noted that in some of 
the bilateral talks between Israel 
and the Arabs, “on a number of 
issues the parties are close 
enough together they , can be 
assisted by the facilitation of an 
outsider.”.'- ■ 

The Syrians and others have 
been pressing the Americans to 
take a more aired involvement in 
the;taftx, . 

. ‘Te Jc«aifles& displayed by 
Washington towards the peace 
process meeds practical transla- 
tion on the ground,” Syrians A! 
Thawra daily said in an editorial 
Sunday..' 

“Thu cannot be done unless 
Watirintftdn uses its leverage to 
persuade Israel to reverse its pro- 
vocative and. stubborn attitude." 

Mr. Christopher gave no timef- 
rame for r es uming die peace talks 
in Washington. But U.S. officials 
have been talking of April as a 
target date. 

Mr. Swaa, who met Mr. 
Christopher earlier in the day, 
said at their joint news confer- 
ence that Damascus wants the 
peace talks resumed, but also 
masts on the return of the evic- 
tees in accordance with U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 799, 
Mr. Christopher noted that be 
has sought to defink “the peace 
process and other issues" and 
that there was no trade-off on 
improving the U.S.-Syrian rela- 
tions against Syrian backing for 
rcstunrog die peace talks. 

Mr. Christopher said dyu Mr. 
Assatf “certainly dSd not indi- 
cate that it was necessary for us 
to discus s or analyse other issues 
m return for their involvement in 
“epeace process. He has an 
ind pendent desire to move for- 
ward on the process.” 

. Mr. Christopher said that dur- 
wg his session with Mr. Assad at 
the Syrian leader’s palace over- 
looking Damascus he discussed 
unproving Syria’s human rights 
ipxKd and its possible removal 
- 0m , ffie DA State Depart- 
m ent s list of countries supporting 
. terrorism." 

: This has been a major impedi- 
ment to bolstering Washington- 


Syria. 
• Mr. 


. resuming 

Me * t * economic aid to 


Christopher declined to 
matters and simply 
?“d: ,*We discussed both sub- 
jects. 

his talks with Mr. 
Mr. Assad affirmed 
to peace and 


Syria’s keen interest in (preserv- 
ing) the peace process and the 
necessity of removing the obsta- 
cles from the way of the process 
especially the deportees issue,’* 
Mr. Kourieh said. 

"Agreement was reached to 
continue contracts between the 
two parties,” he added. 

Mr. Kourieh said the talks co- 
vered a number of bilateral and 
regional issues. He gave no de- 
tails. 

After meeting King Fabd m 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, Mr. 
Christopher will fly to Kuwait 
and then to Israel. En route, he 
may stop over in Lebanon for 
talks with Lebanese leaders, 
although the country is not on the 
official itinerary. 

Palestinians said Sunday U.S. 
pressure on Israel to speed up 
judicial reviews of the expulsions 
would not enable them to defy 
public opinion and resume the 
peace talks. 

They said feelings against the 
Israeli expulsion of 415 Palesti- 
nians to Lebanon were still run- 
ning too high to allow a return to 
talks which many Arabs Hying 
under Israeli occupation believe 
have brought them nothing. 

A Palestinian opinion peril pub- 
lished by the Jerusalem Media 
and Communication Centre on 
the eve of his visit showed that 
four out of five Palestinians 
opposed the resumption of talks 
until the evictees returned (see 
separate story). 

Mr. Christopher is pressing 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin to 
hasten the review of each evic- 
tees’ case. This could allow the 
npw 3%. men stranded between 
the Israeli and Lebanese armies 
hi Sdutb Lebanon to return home 
early. 

But Palestinian leaders inset 
Israel comply with Resolution 
799 which calls for the immediate 
return of all the expellees. 

“I can confidently say that it 
will not be possible to accept 
invitations to peace talks in April 
If this issue is not strived based on 
799," Palestinian delegate Gfaas- 
san Ai Khatib told Reuters. 

“The quicker the deportees re- 
turn the quicker the negotiations 
can resume.” 

Mr. Christopher has beard the 
same view from each of the Arab 
countries which he has visited 
since Thursday. 

“The street is emotional and 
not pragmatic,” said Palestinian 
commentator Ziad Abu Zayyad. 
“They sympathise with the de- 
portees on the human level, if not 
politically.” 

Many of the expellees are sup- 
porters of groups which have 
been fighting the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation for back- 
ing die U.S.-sponsored peace 
talks. 

“We cannot go against the will 
of the people," Mr. Khatib said. 

Palestinian leaders have tem- 
pered their already flagging en- 
thusiasm for the talks to suit the 
new public mood since Decem- 
ber. Their political embarrass- 
ment has been heightened by the 
Israeli army's iron-fist suppres- 
sion of protests in the occupied 
territories. Soldiers have killed 
nearly 50 Palestinians since Dec. 
17. 

“As it stands unless there is a 
big change in human lights condi- 
tions 1 doubt there is a chance for 
us to go in April," spokeswoman 
Hanan Ashrawi told Reuters. 

Israeli officials have said Israel 
would resist any U.S. pressure to 
ease conditions in the occupied 
territories. But ministers said af- 
ter Sunday’s cabinet meeting that 
gestures such as prisoner releases 
and the return of some other 
long-term evictees were being 
considered. 


Evictees ready for compromise 


( Continued from page I) 

Ye ask them to boycott them 
i yV *® the deportees return,” 
. ®« Dr. Ranasi a founding 
*®berof the Islamic Resistance 
lavement Hamas. 

The expellees also accused Dr. 
, Kristopher Sunday of ignoring 
‘ em on ins Middle East tour and 
d their cause would only die 
_ >w they are allowed home. 
~if-rhey aid they wanted Mr. 
Christopher to visit their muddy 
, np facing snow-covered Mount 
- rmon mid the border with 
'Via, where Mr. Christopher 
" d talks on Sunday. 


We would have been voy 
happy to see Mr. Christopher 
come here. We welcome any- 
body. But we know for sure be 
doesn’t think of tbe victims,” Dr. 
Dweik told reporters. 

- Dr. Rantisi said: "I am not 
optimistic that he (Christopher) 
who stands beside the Zionist 
entity and supports it over an 
unjust issue will do anything.” 
The exiles said they stip sup- 
ported the Lebanese govern- 
ment’s decision to bar everyone, 
hut journalists from visiting the 
makeshift camp through territory 
it controls. 


LlJS. commitment to the imple- 
mentation of all U.N. Security 
Council resolutions on the Gulf 
war, according to Dr. Abu Jaber. 

Jordan also warned of tbe dan- 
ger inherent in the spread of 
nudear weapons, and pointed to 
the necessity that Israel sign the 
nudear ‘ Non-Protifafttioa Trea- 
ty, Dr. Abu Jaber said. 

Pointing out that he held talks 
with Palestinian and Syrian offi- 
cials ahead of Mr. Christopher’s 
visit to tbe Kingdom. Dr. Abu 
Jaber said he "hoped" the Syrian 
and Palestinian positions during 
the visit of Mr. Christopher to tbe 
region would be similar to the 
Jordanian stand, especially on the 
need to find an acceptable solu- 
tion to the evictees problem. 


Garang denies 
talks planned 

(Continued from page 1) 

message from (Sudanese head of 
state Lieutenant-General Omar 
Hassan) Bashir, that's all.” 

Ugandan President Yoweri 
Museveni, who once studied with 
Col. Garang, visited Sudan last 
week and diplomats here said be 
had arranged a meeting in Kam- 
pala between Col. Garang and 
Mr. Mohammad to end 10 years 
of dvil war in southern Sudan. 

But Col. Garang, who arrived 
in Kampala Friday, said tbe only 
valid mediation was that by 
Nigeria, which set up two sets of 
peace talks between the rival 
Sudanese groups in Abuja last 
year. Those peace talks stalled in 
November. 

“If the military junta (in Khar- 
toum) wants fresh peace talks 
they should first tell (Nigerian 
President Ibrahim) Babangida 
that his efforts have failed and 
they want a new mediator,” Col. 
Garang said. 

Khartoum has accused Col. 
Garang of delaying a resumption 
of the peace talks by refusing to 
receive a message from Gen. 
Bashir. Col. Garang in turn has 
Mamed Khartoum for the delays. 

One obstacle to a settlement is 
tile internal divisions within the 
SPLA. Two groups have broken 
away, accusing Col. Garang of 
dictatorship and abuse of human 
rights. 

Col. Garang told neuters he 
would not try to talk them back. 
“They have all been bribed by the 
junta and are now part of the 
Sudanese government," he said. 

The Khartoum government 
wants all factions to attend peace 
talks to hammer out an agree- 
ment that would be respected by 
all the rebeb . now. jfighting the 
Sudanese army; 

The SPLA is fighting what it 
sees as domination of the black 
African south of Sudan by the 
Arabised and Muslim north. But 
the movement has been hard hit 
by the loss of Ethiopian support 
in 1991 and by successive govern- 
ment offensives. 

Col. Garang’s forces, which 
once held a vast area of southern 
Sudan, have been driven bade to 
.a much smaller strip along 
Sudan’s border with Uganda. 


Old enemies try to reassure each other 


ATHENS, Greece — As fighting 
rage; in former Yugoslavia, 
ancient Balkan enemies are 
trying to reassure one another 
that they believe war is no way to 
resolve differences in Europe. 

Yugoslavia's southern neigh- 
bours have watched with alarm as 
war in the former communist 
federation grows bloodier and 
spreads towards them from 
Slovenia through Croatia into 
Bosnia-Hertzegovina. 

Now many fear the next battle- 
fields could be Serbia’s mainly 
Albanian-populated Kosovo pro- 
vince, and Macedonia, whose de- 
claration of independence from 
Yugoslavia has been largely 
ignored. 

Should violence flare' in those 
regions, ethnic loyalties could 
spark conflict with and among 
neighbouring Albania, Bulgaria 
and Greece. Then, even would be 
regional power Turkey might be 
dragged in. 

Leaders of these countries have 
been shuttling from capital to 
capital in recent weeks with mes- 
sages of peace. 

The main topics of discussion 
are the possibility of foreign milit- 
ary intervention to end Bosnia's 
war, the recognition of Macedo- 
nia, and tbe status of Kosovo — all 
thorny issues that could rekindle 
ancient hatreds and nationalism. 

Despite their minority status in 
Kosovo, Serbs regard it as the 
heart of their medieval kingdom 
and vow never to give it up. 
Serbian police control the pro- 


vince, sometimes dashing with 
ethnic Albanians. Many obser- 
vers fear that if the war ends in 
Bosnia, Serb irregulars will con- 
tinue their nationalist campaigns 
in Kosovo. Macedonia, sur- 
rounded by Serbia, Greece, Bul- 
garia and Albania, is a traditional 
flash point and has a large ethnic 
Albanian minority. 

In the last few days. Turkey's 
President Turgul Ozal has toured 
Bulgaria and Macedonia and is 
due to Albania and Croatia. Bul- 
garia’s president Zhelyu Zhelev 
has visited Albania and Mace- 
donia. 

Greece's foreign minister com- 
pleted an economic cooperation 
accord with Romania. Germany 
has asked Greece to use its influ- 
ence with Serbia to help halt 
Bosnian bloodshed. 

“This is an exchange of in- 
formation and reassurances 
which are very useful at this 
stage,* said Kama! Shaheedi of 
the London-based International 
Institute for Strategic Studies. 

While Mr. Shaheedi acknow- 
ledged the dangers of a broader 
Balkan conflict, he said he 
thought it unlikely. 

“l" don’t see Albania moving 
into war over Kosovo, nor 
Greece being dragged into a war 
from which it has nothing to 
gain." he said. 

Y et two axes, currently consist- 
ing only of economic cooperation 
and friendship pacts, appear to be 
foiming: one north south, 

allying eastern Orthodox Serbia, 


By NQcos Konstandaras 

The Associated Press 

Romania and Greece, the other 
east-west, running through Tur- 
key, Bulgaria, Macedonia and 
Albania. 

Turkey, a secular country 
whose population nevertheless is 
overwhelmingly Muslim, is out- 
raged at what it sees as world 
failure to aid Bosnia's Muslims. 

It has rallied other Islamic na- ■ 
dons to the Bosnian cause and 
supports military intervention to 
help Bosnia's Muslim govern- 
ment bear back Serbian fighters 
who have overrun 70 per cent of 
Bosnia. 

Romania and Greece — Tur- 
key’s arch rival and fellow NATO 
member — oppose foreign in- 
tervention. 

During his visit to Sofia, Mr. 
Ozal again said Turkey would 
supply troops to an international 
intervention force in Bosnia, but 
only at U.N. request. 

If peaceful methods were fruit- 
less, “the United Nations should 
give the aggressor a lesson as 
happened in Kuwait,” he said. 


warning that: “If the tragedy is 
not stopped, the Balkans will 
probably have to face much more 
serious problems.” 

Mr.Ozal's host, Bulgarian 
President Zhelyu Zhelev, said 
that the recent diplomacy amounts 
to an appeal to the world to stop 
the “shameful conflict” in Bos- 
nia. He said building alliances in 
the Balkans was useless. 

Alliances certainly did not re- 
solve territorial disputes and 
ethnic hatreds during the first two 
Balkan wars, in 1912 and 1913. 

Greeks, Bulgers, Serbs, Mon- 
tenegrins and Albanians all 
fought to push the Turks out of 
the Balkans as 500 years of Otto- 
man domination collapsed. 

But then sub-alliances formed 
and turned on each other to 
decide who should control Mace- 
donia, and the territory that be- 
came Albania. 

There are still those who be- 
lieve the lessons of a bloody 
history that gave the Balkans its 
nickname of "the powder keg of 


Europe” have been learned. 

Thanos Vcremis, director of 
the Hellenic Foundation for De- 
fence and Foreign Policy, a pri- 
vate think tank in Athens, said 
Turkey is striving to gain influ- 
ence in the region, especially 
given most Balkan countries also 
have Muslim minorities or even 
majorities. 

“1 think Turkey's programme 
is to gain influence in the Balkans 
without war," he said. 

Yet Turkey's recognition of 
Macedonia is a thorn in the side 
of the Greeks. Greece fears an 
independent Macedonia would 
make territorial claims on a 
northern Greek province of the 
same name, and demands rhe 
region adopt a new name if it 
leaves Yugoslavia. Greece has 
kept the European Community 
from recognising Macedonia's in- 
dependence. 

And Serbian loathing for the 
Turks, their former imperial mas- 
ters. still runs deep. 
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international Community 
School 

(Tbe British Curriculum School in Amman) 


The International Community School, in Khilda, re- 
quires primary teacher from September 1993. The 
successful applicants must have full British or 
equivalent, teaching qualifications and be up-to date 
with current principles of good primary practice. 
Interested candidates are requested to con- 
tact the School Office for further details & 
application form as soon as possible. 

TeL: 841070 Fax: 847109 


~fts cUlut 

your stars) 

Catch a Faffing Star ! 

Wear your birth stone. 

All Gems & Birth stones are available at: 

•SSj Dajani Jewellers. 

Amra Hotel. 


XEROX 




Buying An Electronics Typewriter 



Is a Winning Deal Now 





Xerox 6018 Elec- 
tronic Typewriter is 
remarkably quiet, 
designed for 
comfortable and 
convenient typing. 


The screen allows 
you to view and edit 
your text, it also 
displays all the 
functions. 


Memory of upto 
31 ,000 characters. 
Fully automatic 
features including 
centering, emboldening 
and underlining of text 
Automatic correction 
and much much more. 


The price includes one year warranty for spare parts and labour charges 







Armsktn OCQcftO AiffomBtlon "2v ~ 1 . < 

Sates : 088804 - 683183 - 683181 • Maintenance: 696805 - Fan 696806 


XEROX 
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JORDAN MARKET PLACE 
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THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKMG, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES . CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAWARfcSONS 

TEL 604676 604696 
p.o.box 7806 




CROWN INTLEST. 

Packing, shipping 
Forwarding, storage 

worldwide Removals 

Air, Sea and Land 





UBCBRuroin&BmeB 
YOUR BEST CHOICE 
IN JORDAN- 

* Kate Dryctean, 1 Hr. Service 

* Shoes repair * Engraving 

* Keys Service 

☆ Uprioistry. curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches af YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone B21S5G, Fax 
8281 S3 


ment'Mm- Jc dm - 



Bank. Phone: 
Sweficb tel: 82S891 


4 RENT & 

■- Many villas and apart- 
ments are available for 
rent and sale, furnished 
or unfurnished. 

- Also many plots of land 
are available for sale. 


For further 
please call: 


details, 


Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel.: 810605/810509 
Fax: 810520 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Skilled Chinese Chefs 

[Open rrjQ-3:-3) <6 6M-IU3Q chilf} 

Trim away Is available 

Wadi Saqra Road 
n ear Philadelphia Hot el 

[TeL 661922, Amman) 

Cnee Tasted 



FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
Special Executive Luncheons 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 1250-130 pm 
7.30 -T1 .30 pm 

After tba Philadelphia Hotel 

•fow a n te 3rd circle 


Tc;. 659513 659520 


MOVING?! 

Let Aramex Air Caigpi 
take care of the works, 

Door to Door. 
Call the friendly 
professionals on 
660507 or 660508' 

ARAMEX 1+1 



y CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 

specialities 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 

p.m. 

v 6 -30 - Midnight / 



The first& best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle: Jabal Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

TUMiwavisa«BibMi 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

7:00 — Midnight 

Tel. 638968 



'Brio Krisdla 

AT. KTTATMA BAR 
830 pm - L30 ajn 


AVIS 





Every great city in 
Town and 

Where you 
Chinese di 


world has its China | 
has its own. 

most exquisite | 
dinner. 


CHm 

Town 

Restaurant 



at the 


Tel. 6742^oT6741 


Hotel 

“ ext. 6338 


The First Class Hotel in 
“ Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room...! 


IIAIMITEL 

,Lu«|l|l= 


Amman -TeL 668? 93 
P O. Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 



Jordan Times 
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WBC super lightweight champion Julio Cesar Chavez of Mexico 
(left! delivers a punch to Greg Haugen of the V.S.. The fight was 
attended by a record 136,000 fans (AFP photo) 



vez retains 
IfBC title 



MEXICO CITY (R) — Mexican 
hero Julio Cesar Chavez added to. 
his legend by defeating American 
Greg Haugen in the fifth round of 
a Fight he dominated from the 
opening bell before the largest 
c owd in boxing history. 

An estimated 136.000 fans. 

. creaming and waving Mexican 
lags, packed the open-air Esta- 
"o Azteca (Aztec Stadium) to 
arch their idol retain his World 
Boxing Council (WBC) super 
lightweight title. 

The Chavez-Haugen Tight was 
one of four championship bouts 
on the card. 

In the First title fight. World 
Boxing Association super mid- 
dleweight champion Michael 
Nunn scored an easy first-round 
knockout over fellow American 
“Irish" Danny Morgan. 

Azumah Nelson did not have 
an easy time of it in the second 
fight against Mexican-born 
American Gabriel Ruelas. But 
the wiley Nelson managed a 
majority decision after 12 rounds 
to retain his WBC super feath- 
erweight title. 

Terry Norris pummelled 
Maurice Blocker at 'will and re- 
tained his WBC crown when the 
fienr was stopped eariy in the 
second round. 

But Chavez was clearly the star 
of the night. 

Chavez. 30. gave his fans their 
money’s worth when he knocked 
down Haugen in the first round. 


SP&UYS NEWS IN BRIEF 


'Baby Jordan’ wins slam dunk contest 

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) — Miami Heat rookie Harold Miner, 
who has been dubbed “Baby Jordan," won the NBA slam dunk 
contest Saturday night with one spectacular jam to spare. Though 
miner got his monicker after Micheal “Air” Jordan while growing 
up-near Los Angeles, he gained notoriety while at Southern Cal 
for his high-flying. Jordanesque abilities — as well as bis shaved 
head. Jordan hasn't participated in the contest since winning titles 
in 1987 and 1988. Defending champion Cedric Ce hallos of 
Phoenix rebounded from a missed opening dunk to advance to the 
championship round. But he also flubbed his first slam of the 
finals and never could catch up. 

B^orceli misses Coghlan’s record 

BIRMINGHAM tR) — Noureddine Morceli had to settle for the 
fastest time ever run in Britain after missing out by nearly a 
second in an assault on the world indoor mile record Saturday. 
The Algerian world 1.500 metres champion had to race the last 
five laps alone after British pacemaker Ikem Billy had taken him 
too quickly through the half-way point. Morceli faded over the 
last lap and clocked 3:50.70. still the third fastest time ever, but 
some way short of the record 3:49.78 set by Irishman Eamonn 
Coghlan 10 years ago. American Michael Johnson, an Olympic 
2(X! metres failure, recorded the fastest 400 merres ever seen on a 
British indoor track and the fourth fastest of aii-time, 45.14. 

Ferrari forced to rethink strategy 

ROME ( R ) — Ferrari look set to abandon plans to introduce 
their new Formula One car in the middle of the coming season. 
Proposed rule changes in 1994 will probably force the Italian team 
to postpone the launch of their t»45 model until next year. “We 
will probably concentrate all our work on the development of the 
FV3A. But we will also start work on the car for 1994,” technical 
director Harvey Postlethwaite told the Gazzetta Dello Sport in a 
report published. Ferrari, the most successful team in Formula 
One history, have not won a Grand Prix for more than two years. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
A TANNAH HIRSCH 

I'Ttw M'tJM «* brae 

MAKE THE PUNISHMENT FIT THE CRIME 


North-South vulnerable. Nr«rth 
dcak 

NORTH 

+ Q9 8 3 
'988 
9 7 

* K J 6 3 

WEST EAST 

4 J 10 7 5 4 A 6 4 2 

' A 7 2 K J 10 

. J 8 6 5 2 A 
4 A 4 10 9 5 4 2 

SOUTH 
4 K 

" Q <5 5 4 
: K Q 10 4 3 
4Q 8 7 

The bidding: 

North East South West 

Pass 14 l v Pass 

Pass Dbl Pass Pass 

Pass 

Opening lead: Ace of 4 
The more preemptive value there 
is in an nvcreall, the weaker you can 
be for thaL action. Conversely, to 
overcall a one -dub upeninit bid with 
one diamond, you must have a good 
hand— the bid takes away no bid- 
ding apace from the opponents and 
gives them an added option— o low- 
level penalty double at virtually no 


risk; if you just make your contract, 
the gain is a mere 70 points. 

Had South's long suit been 
spades, a nne-spade overcall would 
have been irreproachable. One dia- 
mond served little purpose, especial- 
ly since, with an honor in each suit. 
South didn’t really care what North 
led should West have declared the 
c> m tract. As it was, one diamond 
waA passed back to East, who re- 
opened with a double which West 
converted to penalties. 

The defense was merciless. West 
led the ace of dubs on which East 
played the deuce — a suit-preference 
signal for hearts, the lower-ranking 
aide suit. Displaying complete trust 
in partner. West underled the ace of 
hearts to East's king and the jack of 
hearts was returned and ducked all 
around. 

East reverted to the ten of clubs, a 
suit preference signal for spades. 
West raffed, cashed the ace of 
hearts and then switched to a spade 
to East's are. East gave partner a 
second dub ruff and, when in with 
the ace of trumps, led another dub. 
East’s jack of diamonds now became 
the third undertrick, and East-West 
had collected 800 for their efforts. 


Feud blows up 

between Wimbledon champions 


then kept up a steady barrage of 
punches until referee Joe Cortez 
stopped the fight at two minutes, 
two seconds of the fifth round of 
their scheduled 12-round bout. 

What few punches the bruised 
and beaten Haugen manage rd to 
land under Chavez' onslaught 
were powerless, merely flies in 
the face of the champion, who at 
times dropped his hands to his 
side, daring the American to hit 
him. 

Chavez gave Haugen and the 
fans at the stadium and in a world 
wide pay-per-view audience a les- 
son in the art of boxing, doubling 
up on hooks to the body and the 
head, blocking Haugen’s powder- 
puffs and landing straight right- 
hand punches to the face. 

Chavez knocked Haugen down 
on the seat of his trunks with a 
straight right hand to the head. 

Hie crowd broke the record of 
120.757 for the Gene Tunney- 
Jack Dempsey fight in Phi- 
ladelphia Sept. 23. 1926. 

After a week of bitter verbal 
exchanges. Chavez refused to 
shake Haugen’s hand before the 
fight and they glared at each 
other and exchanged harsh words 
between rounds. 

“It has really been something 
incredible, something marvel- 
lous. 1 believe that God is with 
me." Chavez said. 

Chavez’ record is now 854). 
Haugen, the number one conten- 
der coming into the fight, is 32-5. 


STUTTGART (AP) — Six 
months ago, Boris Becker and 
Michael Stich were the perfect 
picture of a successful tennis part- 
nership, high-fiving each- other 
after winning the Olympic gold 
medal in doubles. 

The trouble began the evening 
of their victory in Barcelona. 

The rivalry between the two 
Wimbledon champions has 
evolved into a bitter feud that has 
thrown the German tennis estab- 
lishment into disarray. 

Stich has accused Becker of 
breaking promises, Becker has 
accused Stich and German tennis 
officials of lying. 

German Davis Cup coach Niki 
Pilic has been caught in between, 
trying to reconcile his two stars, 
save his job and satisfy his em- 
ployer, the German Tennis Fed- 
eration. 

The dispute apparently has 
been drawing for a long time, but 
it surfaced when Becker 
announced in January that he 


would not play Davis Cup this 
year. 

Stich reacted by saying Becker 
had promised him that he would 
play in 1993 so they could make a 
joint effort to bring the cup to 
Germany for the third time. 
Becker helped Germany win the 
cup twice, but Stich was not on 
those teams. 

Becker then said he might play 
after all if Germany loses against 
Russia in March and is forced to 
go into a World Group relegation 
playoff. 

Stich responded by saying he 
would not play if Becker changes 
his mind and returns to the team 
this year. 

Media reports — Denied by 
Becker — said he was asking for 
as much as 2 million marks (1-25 
million) to play for the team. 

Becker went on a pro offen- 
sive. 

We appeared on a widely 
watched sports television show 
and said: “The player Stich 


appears to have a problem with 
me.” 

Becker said he could under- 
stand Stich’s frustration. 

“He won Wimbledon, against 
me. and hardly anyone noticed,” 
he said. 

He was exaggerating, but there 
is no doubt that Becker remains 
the undisputed darling of the 
German media and fans. 

Becker thought that was 
appropriate. “1 was the first Ger- 
man to win Wimbledon, 1 was the 
first one to become No. 1, 1 was 
the first in whatever. 

“Everybody else after me is 
second,” he said m a recent inter- 
view in the news magazine Der 
Spiegel. 

The latest chapter in the saga 
of hurt egos blew open during this 
week's Eurocard Open in Stutt- 
gart. 

A German newspaper report 
said Stich had demanded written 
assurances from the German 
Tennis Federation that Becker 



Michael Stich fa caught displaying 
what be teds 

would not play Davis Cup tins 
year. 

Stich dismissed the report as 
“absolute nonsense.” German 
tennis officials denied it. Becker 
said they were “not saying the 
truth.” 

Becker reasserted that he had 
never made a firm promise to 
play Davis Cup this year. He said 
he is skipping the Davis Cup to 
focus Ids energies on regaining 
the No. 1 ranking. 


Giggs rescues Manchester United 


LONDON (R) — Ryan Giggs 
showed why Manchester United 
believe they have uncovered 
another soccer genius with two 
goals that turned impending dis- 
aster into relieved triumph on 
Saturday. 

Manchester United manager 
Alex Ferguson admitted he 
thought his title-chasing side were 
heading for a damaging defeat 
before teenaged winger Giggs 
staged his stunning rescue act 
with two goals in a minute late in 
game. 

Southampton appeared to have 
snatched victory with a goal 13 
minutes from time until the boy 
hailed as Old Trafford's new 
George Best stepped into the 
limelight to secure a 2-1 win. 

Victory kept United two points 
behind leaders Aston Villa, who 
beat Everton 2-1. 

“At f 1-0 down) I thought we 
were really struggling,” said Fer- 
guson. 

“I decided then to put Giggs 
through the middle and he took 
his goals really well, especially 


the first. 

Giggs, as usual, was unavail- 
able to talk about his goals as 
Ferguson ushered his 19-year-old 
sensation back into the cocoon of 
protection from the pressures of 
stardom and attention the mana- 
ger fears may wreck a glittering 
career. 

Giggs, a permanent fixture in 
the Welsh side, shared the day's 
scoring feats with Teddy Shering- 
ham, who scored his first hat trick 
for Tottenham in their 4-0 
thrashing of faded champions 
Leeds United. 

Sheringham, who took a long 
time settling at Tottenham after 
his 2.2 million pounds (S3. 18 
million) move from Nottingham 
in their 4-0 thrashing of faded 
champions Leeds United. 

Sheringham, who took a long 
time settling at Tottenham after 
his 2.2 million pounds ($3.18 
million) move from Nottingham 
Forest eariy in the season, has 
suddenly stepped right into the 
empty boots of the retired Gary 
Lineker with a vengeance. 


The 26-year-old striker who 
began his career at Millwall took 
his recent haul to 10 goals in 
seven games as Tottenham wiped 
out the .bitter memory of last 
August’s 5-0 thrashing by Leeds. 

His recent streak of form took 
his season's tally to 20 — one of 
which he scored for forest — and 
brought talk of an international 
call-up for England. 

If he continues his strike rate 
and Tottenham continue tbeir 
path towards the F. A. Cup final, 
and the rash of injuries which 
have robbed England of their 
regular strikers does not abate, 

• Sheringham could find himself 
called up to the national side. 

Another player grabbing the 
headlines with his goals is Paul 
Warhurst at Sheffield Wednes- 
day, where another injury crisis 
has brought the defender unex- 
pected feme. 

Warhurst equalled a club re- 
cord when he scored his eighth 
goal in six games since being 
pressed into the attack because of 
injuries to England forward 


David Hirst and Mark Bright. 

He scored for the sixth con- 
secutive game and extended the 
dub's superb recent form to 12 
wins in 14 games with a 2-1 win 
overt Crystal Palace. 

Wednesday's superb form has 
taken them to the semifinals of 
the League Dip and the quarter- 
finals of the F. A. Cup and lifted 
them to sixth in the Premier 
League. 

Labbadia seals victory 
BONN (R) — Striker Bruno Lab- 
badia scored twice as leaders 
Bayern Munich emerged from 
the German First Division’s two- 
month winter break with a work- 
man like 2-0 victory over strug- 
gling Bayer Uerdingen Saturday. 

Labbadia, 27, whose goal- 
scoring played a major role in his 
former club Kaiserslautern's 
Bundesliga title in 1991, headed 
home in the 25th and 66th mi- 
nutes as Bayern kept their one- 
point lead at the top. 

Eintracht Frankfurt stayed 
second 


Navratilova hands Seles 
first defeat of the year 

PARIS (R) — A battling Martina Navratilova handed world No. 1 
Monica Seles her first defeat of the year in a gripping three-set final 
of the $375,000 Paris Women’s Indoor Open Sunday. 

Navratilova came from behind in the final set to win 6-3, 4-6, 7-6, 
capturing the tiebreak seven points to three. 

The 36-year-old American, with the vociferous support of the Paris 
crowd, trailed 4-2 in the third set but managed to break Seles when 
she served for the match at 5-4. 

Navratilova ended Seles’ 34-match winning streak since the first 
round of the U.S. Open last year. 

“Maybe 1 was a bit lucky at the end,” Navratilova said. “I was just 
happy to be on the same court as her. She's a great player. 

“But she'd beaten me three times in a row and it was my turn.” 

Navratilova’s victory was her seventh in 17 meetings with Seles, 
whose last defeat was in the Canadian Open final last August in three 
sets by Arantxa Sanchez Vicario of Spain. 

The match was a classic of contrasting styles with both women 
producing scintillating tennis. 

Navratilova, who has missed the French Open in each of the last 
four years, was making a long-awaited return to the French capita] 
and had the Parisian public solidly behind her. 

“It’s a long time since I played in France,” she said. “I missed it. I 
missed the people and I missed the food.” 



BOWE PROCLAIMS SUPPORT FOR ANC: Riddick Bowe, 
WBC and IBF boxing champion joins the ANC Secret ar y General 
Cyril Ramaphosa and sings the Made na ti on a l anthem at the 
hiteraatioiial solidarity conference in Soweto Friday. Speaking In 
boxing hyperdole, Bowe addressed a fond raising con f er en ce 
staged by the ANC, the country's leading Mack group, which 
previously waged an armed struggle against the white government. 
“If by chance the (political) negotiations don't go well, I am a 
fighter and a champion and lam prepared to go to the bush with 
yon to make them succeed,” he said to roars of applause. “I 
dedicate my fife to your struggle.” Bowe also plans to travel to 
Somafia to help distribate food relief supplies 
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FORECAST FOR MONDAY FEBRUARY » «MS ^ 

By Thomas S. Pierson. Astrologer. Caro* Pghier tounumi- . 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: bMkingwS ncSto mSj* 

Mending - undertaking important to.}#* 

to remind the importance of know- OTt rigbfly. 

ing personal boundaries. This fy mux 

kwwl«fee may serve you well LIBRA- (September 23 ■» 
Sy~Use evening hows to ex- 22) Your nine 
perience completion of mundane your advantage by 
talk what you can best do to increase 

your reputation as a good ciUztiftta 
. .ay iv, the outside world. . ; 

SSrHfl SSS 33 

later matters at your own residence that can be nelptui t y^ 

can be handled with more than are no* avaitable to ; 

osoal case. your ability at nrveMigatioo .fi, 

obtain them. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to-May 2D) caqitxaiuuS: (November 22to 
Think about the various message Dc^mber 21 ) A day * hen you can 
you baveto transmit SST activity in objectively 

get at them intfead PLSl In w handling both personal and hu» 
gwse f gam the objectives now interests and avoid peruse* 

difficult to obtain. ^consuming friends. 

GEMINI; (May 21 to June -1) Tins rAMirfUlN' {December 22 10 
is the day for some highly special- i 

ised study of ways by wtuch you amcSe who * wdj 

can have a greater abundance than m die activities lhal m ean 

ZSZEZlZ ?' ** 1508 StoM^t^wuMd Wlow intend 

after more money. ^ ^ 

of your erf-onco. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Look- jbeni behind vou. ■ ] 

ing into all sorts of private infer™; —gg. (FebniafV !o Man* 

|£oo how bcs. » plan t— J- JJ. aE& n£u 7$ 

acnon ‘ to make arrangements also *0 hi 

VIRGO-. (August 22 to September witfa companions. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to-May 20) 
Think about the various message 
you have to transmit to others and 
get at them instead of trying to 
yourself gain the objectives now 
difficult to obtain. 

GEMINL* (May 21 to June 21) This 
is the day for some highly special- 
ised study of ways by which you 
can have a greater abundance than 
has been your lot in the past so go 
after more money. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to. 
July 21) Regard your own intimate 
aims now and put forth your best 
efforts to make them an actual part 
of your everyday existence. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Look- 
ing into all sons of private informa- 
tion at interests that are important 
to you are the best way to get the 
idea on how best to plan future 
action. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You now have the chance to 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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‘Kiss me like you mean it. Pretend 
you ordered my lips from a 
fast-food restaurant” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
tr by Henri Arnold . 


Unscramble these four Jumbtes, 
one Mtsr to each square,- to term 
four onfinary words. 




SOMETHING? IN THE 
CAKPS WHEN THE 
WIFE I5AWAY. 


Now arran ge the circled tetters to 
torm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by. the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: A, 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Yesterday's I JumUes: WH,NE ROBOT BARREL BELONG 

| Answer The thing she knits most easily— -HER BROW • 


THE Daily Crossword b,^ 


Benahoof 


ACROSS 
1 Thin putt 
5 Icelandic 
narrative 
9 Lifting davtca 
13 Relative 


16 Algerian seaport 


18 Double curve 

19 TracStionai 
knowledge 

20 Cocktail ttmes 

22 Tennis score 

23 — days - wonder 

24 Herb 
26 Chest 

30 Hunter's choice 

31 "—Ben 
Adhem" 

32 Reverberate 
35 Footwear 

39 Three minutes, 
sometimes 
Diary 

*2 White heron 

43 Plating metal 

44 was m the red 

46 in addition 

47 Safecracker 
49' Disquiet 

51 Fla. seaport 
53 — Alto 

55 Id en tify in g 

statement 

56 Moppet's day 

62 Ready lor 
. busine ss 

63 Impediment 

64 The Ram 
B5 Lacoste 

66 Cigar ending 
67 Scoop 

68 Low wagon 

69 Guffaw 

70 Lecherous look 

DOWN 

1 Long (hx) 

2 Peruvian Indian 

3 Chastisement 
'* Insect sensing 

organ 

5 Tattewear tern 

6 Have a spat 

7 TraveflAg one 
B — FkMes" 


111! Iriildl 


I 111 

aaai 
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MAghnAuanaa 

9 Pirato flag 

10 with a 
View - ' 

11 Do art work 

12 Joint 

14 -Mad Anthony" 
21 Charter 

25 Goddess of 
youth 

26 Smafl vehicle 

27 Hautboy 

28 The — 
Freedoms 

29 Counterfeit 
currency 

30 Magistrate of 

Venice 

33 Hamper 

34 And —i 

36 Heraldic band 

37 — Traeheart 

38 Manuscript 
mark 

40 Recondite 
45 Property 

AO Ua.. 1 .- 1 - . . 
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polls: People back Clinton plan 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — Most 
Americans support President 
Qistoa’s “store the pain” econo- 
mic programme, according to 
released Sunday. 

A. Time magazine-CNN poll 
found 62 per cent of respondents 
approve tire plan Qintoo outlined 
fast week and Newsweek re- 
ported 59. percent of people it 
oiin^ed favour congressional 
appiwal of ins proposal. 

A Los Angeles Times survey 
fcoad® per cent approved of his 
oven# plan, and 62 per cent said 
: {berte willing to accept the tax 
increases and spending cuts to 
jjmrotfc'thc nation’s economy, 
f^ttwds said they believed the 
pba *ps mostly fair to them, 

: according to tbe poll piblished in 
goods^ editions. 

: r fb£ Newsweek poll came with 
arte good new* for Mr. Ointon: 
approval rating is up after a 
moniti on the job. Last month, SI 
per card of Americans approved 
of ft&tendfing of the job, while 
57 per cent gave Mr. Cbmon 
thumbs op in the new poll. 

According to the Time-CNN 
figures, 76 per cent of Americans 
believe Mr. Clinton’s economic 
was means real change and 85 
cent believe it deserves a 
chance to work- 
people also are willing to put 
their money where their mouths 
ate, with 71 per cent believing 
they should make sacrifices for 
Mr. Ctmtoa’s plan, the Time- 
CNN poll found. 

The Newsweek poll found 


three out of four Americans be- 
lieve their 'wealthiest fellow 
citizens will stiQ find loopholes to 
beat high taxes. 

And where will tbe extra tax 
money go? Forty five per cent 
believe it will cut the deficit and 
46 per cent believe it win fund 
more government spending, 
Newsweek said. 

Tbe Time poll of 800 people 
was done by telephone on Feb. 
18, and has a margin of error of 
plus or minus 3.5 percentage 
points. The Newsweek poll of 753 
people, done by telephone on 
Feb. 1$, 19; has a margin of error 
of plus or minus four points. 

The Times poll interviewed 
1,273 adults nationwide by tele- 
phone on Thursday and Friday. 
The margin of sampling error is 
phis or minus three percentage 
points. 

Meanwhile, business and poli- 
tical critics claimed that President 
Clinton's economic proposals rely 
too much on tax rises, too little 
on spending cuts and will cost the 
country jobs in the long rraf. 

Speaking on Cable News Net- 
work television’s “Newsmaker 
Saturday," the president of the 
National Association of Manufac- 
turers, Jerry Jasinowski, Said 
there were about C of tax in- 
creases cm badnesses for every $1 
of tax breaks offered diem. 

The proposals made public last 
Wednesday by Mr. Omton offer 
a series of tax rises and spending 
measures aimed at stimulating 
tbe economy in tbe short term 
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(Feb ru ar y 15 - February 19, 1993) 


AMMAN — Trading was quiet and tins Monday, as New York dosed 
for Prtdde&fs Day, while European trading was mostly motivated by 
teduded fmon- The dollar eased slightly, after ft foiled to breach 
wm m m at 1.66 marts decis i vely. 

As U.S. stock prices tumbled Tuesday, the spiral fed into dollar 
oefaaoge rates, which fell sharply despite strong initial support. Market 
reports swi that it was the reaction by market participants in the U-S. to 
a short “nrefiarinaijr speech by President BH1 Omton Monday, in 
which lie Mtfont the broad themes of his economic p rogram me, leaving 
tin dttik to bis State of the Union Address Wednesday. Intent on 
fedadngtheHSof the U.S. budget deficit, Mr. CBnion focussed on tax 
increases. mber than oo stimulus to (he economy. Market participants 
ante daft worried Char the plan might hamper the pace of U.S. 
fwn recovery m the short-term, if the higher tares discourage 


WUe traders stayed on the sidelines Wednesda y , as the market 
awritetHbe-presideot’s Statrrof the Union Address foie in the day. 
doBsr rates witnessed violent fluctuations Thursday. 

Although the announced economic packa ge proved somewhat better 
SHjffirtHi its effect oo the market Thursday caused the doflar to 
between 1.6560 to 1.62 marts in one day. The dollar rallied 
fomafy, » the market’s first reaction to the package wasposmve. If fell 
later in the day, however, as monies over the potential for a slowdown 
is the pace of U.S. growth soon set in. Technical factors and a sharp 
refame in U.S. stock prices further accentuated the dollar's decline. 

.• Tee dollar was Stde changed »|pMt the mark Friday* *t traders 
•raided taking new positions. The Fed chairman's testimony to the 
Senate Banking Co mmit te e , nave little support to the doDar. White Mr. 
Gre en sp a n conaBended the gcfiot-i rriwctic i n plan o u tlin ed by President 
Onto*. many observers mahuained that he did not rae out the 
poantefi ty of ranting U -S. interest rales. 

The Japanese yen appreciated substantially against the dollar during 
the week, as speculation pertaining to steps to be taken to reduce the; 
Japanese trade surplus continued unabated. Meanwhile, senior 
Japanese officiate were reported to have said that die yen’s recent 
• p p re riati on was. “too fast.' and that speculation had dic ta ted the recent 
dobm/yeo exchange rate “too much." Sterling, on the other hand , 
recovered foom its lows against the mart to dose at 23817 marks 
Friday. 

Mott observers main tamed that the near term direction of U-S- dollar 
es e fa a nge rates will hugely be deter mi ned by the market's wssrsunen t of 
foe impact of President CKmou’s economic p ackage on consumer 
confidence in the U.S. 
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Deutsche Mark 


Swiss Franc 


French Franc 
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Close 


7.4205 


1.6604 


1.5345 


5.6165 


120.68 


19/2/1993 

Ouse 


1.4540 


1.6380 


1.5057 


5.5057 


118.32 
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CSD to SVC 


Camoij 

inniRnP 


mam 
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1-MoNfe l%J 


uSTdSET “ 

3.06 

3.62 

3.00 

3.43 

Starting Pound 

6.13 

5.63 

6.12 

5.69 

Dwterte Hart / . 

8.50 

7.18 

8.50 

7.2 0 

Swiss Franc • 

5.50 

5 .02 

5.37 

4.93 

French Franc 

11.87 

9.5 0 
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Bid 
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4£& Bolter 

0.6*90 

0.6910 


Starting Found 

0.9996 

1.0046 


tafccte Mart 

0.4201 

0.4222 


Snfcs Trane 

0.4566 

0-4589 

1 

French Franc 

0.1241 

0.1247 


Japan ere Van* 

0.5831 

0.5860 


Defedi Guilder 

o,sm 

0.3751 


Swcdfah Krona 

0.0912 

0.0917 


lfoSan Lira* 

0.0439 

0.0441 


Be&an Franc 

0.02009 

0.02019 
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and cutting the government’s 
spending deficits in tile longer 
term. 

Despite public opinion polls 
indicating a majority of average 
Americans support Clinton’s 
proposals, Mr. Jasinowski said 
his business members had an 
opposing view. 

"Almost uniformly they said 
it’s because die tax increases are 
greater titan the tax cats,” Mr. 
Jasinowski said. "I don’t, think 
President -C&atoa realises that - 
some aspects of this . pugiaiM ic 
actually tax small business more 
titan it gives them* a cut.” 

Tbe House minority whip, Re- 
publican representative Newt 
Gingrich of Georgia, said Satur- 
day the Democrat-dominated 
Congress' should cat its own 
spending before it approves any 
tax increases and criticised Mr. 
Clin ton’s tax proposals. 


On the same programme, a 
spokesman for tire American Pet- 
roleum Institute, Charles Di bo- 
na, said the proposed tax on 
energy in Mr. Clinton’s package* 
would add 10 cents a gallon to 
gasoline and so penalise tower- 
income Americans excessively. 

It would cost American cor- 
porations more to make their 
products and potentially induce 
them to move operations to 
cheaper-cost locations overseas, 
especially Mexico. 

“So it will reduce employment 
by about 600.000 people,” he 
added. ^ 

On CNN's “Evans and 
Novak,” Senate Finance Com- 
mittee Chairman Daniel Moyni- 
han was asked whether there was 
a risk that the slow-paced recov- 
ery could be hither dampened by 
Mr. Cliaton’s proposals. 
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49.UO 
74.20ft 
2ft, 550 
»,Ui 

4.500 

7.0 tO 
9,035 
13,843 
•.145 
37* 

52.975 

104,540 
4,515 
210 
530 
59.4*3 
15,059 
•1,977 
45.136 
30,505 
15,553 
2,158 
348 
15,825 
25.803 
4,940 
25,970 
5,509 
2.192 
740 
2. 225 
11,155 
4.218 
5.930 
9.503 
5,430 
1.448 
13.531 
70,573 
49,452 
7,870 
4.750 
10.944 
3,252 
855 
24,195 
52,537 
10,345 
54,000 
2,145 
24,535 
159,474 
9,119 
45.625 
495 
245.979 


129.000 

4.520 
22.000 

3.500 

3.500 
2.200 
5.420 

4.500 
2.970 

5.500 
5.030 
2. 530 
3.350 

4.000 

2.520 
3.410 

3.100 
1.580 
4.320 

1.700 
0.7*0 
1.158 
1.440 
1.290 
2.210 
1.480 
1.870 
9.720 

8.100 
2.980 
5-500 

9.700 
4.510 
3.790 
3.220 

1.550 
0.750 

10.700 
3.140 

13.700 

1.000 

2.500 
1.810 
0.550 
5.730 
1.000 
4.040 

2.550 
13.700 

1.210 

0.580 


125.100 

4.430 

22.500 
3.570 

3.550 
2.180 
5.300 
4.600 
2.970 

5.550 

s.ooo 
1 .580 

2.250 
4.200 
2.(50 
3.530 

3.180 
1-690 

4.250 

1.700 
0.780 

1.150 
1.290 
1.270 

2.180 
2.470 
1.900 
9.(00 
8.000 
2.950 
5.550 

9.500 
4.450 

3.700 
3.190 

3.500 
0.740 

10.750 

3.150 
13.600 

1.000 


0.650 

5.700 

0.960 

4.U0 

2.580 
13.650 

1.210 

0.570 

7.770 

4.250 

2.(30 

1.580 
9.150 


129.750 

4.540 

22.500 

3.(00 

3.470 
2.200 

5.150 
4.520 

3.000 

5 . 550 

5.250 

1.500 
3.100 

4.200 

2.150 
1.590 
3.180 
1.580 
4. 350 
1.730 
0.780 
1.190 
1.390 
1.110 

2.200 

2.470 
1.850 

50.200 

8.000 

2.950 

5.500 

9.700 
5.550 
3.750 
3.270 

3.700 
0.750 

10.700 

3.250 
13.950 

1.000 

2-500 

1.900 

0.620 

5.700 
0.950 
4.050 

. 2.790 
13.650 

1.250 
0.580 
8.130 
4.360 

3.950 
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Apple Developer Centre 
ends first training course 

AMMAN — The Apple Developer Centre (ADC) which was 
recently established tn Amman, successfully Thursday con- 
cluded its first developer training coarse. A graduation cere- 
mony was held at the Amman Marriott Hotel and was attended 
by Dr. Abdulla A1 Hamdan, tire general manager of Jeraisy 
Tech (Apple Distributor in Saudi Arabia) and Mr. Jacques 
Grammas, the general m anage r of Arab Business Machines 
(Apple Distributors in the Middle East). 

This training course, tbe first Apple developer training 
course, carried out the objective of serving tire needs of Apple 
developers in tire Middle East by emphasising development, 
issues in tire Arabic language. The course was based on tire 
Database development platform (4th Dimension) which is best 
suited to deal with information systems. 

Participating in this training coarse were 21 developers from 
five Arab countries. It was the first coarse of its kind in tire 
Middle East and the first in a s eq u ence of courses which will be 
carried out by ADC. This coarse was an introduction to 
software development on the advanced Apple Macintosh 
computer. Future courses win also cover advanced development 
issues on the international level. 


Top Japan 
oil firm 
loses $lb 
on foreign 
exchange 
deals 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s leading 
oil refiner and distributor lost an 
estimated 125 billion yen ($1.06 
biUioa) In 1992 on disastrous dol- 
lar futures contracts, a company 
spokesman said, 

Takeshi Henan, president of 
ShowaSbeB Sekiyn, toW a news 
confcrehce late Saturday his fi- 
nance section had flouted com- 
pany roles and independently 
speculated with huge amounts of 
money, the spokesman said. 

Tbe deals were only discovered 
when the company came to dose 
its books for 1992, the spokesman 
said. 

Showa Shell, which needs dol- 
lars to pay for crude oil imports, 
is owned 50 per cent by tire Royal 
Dutch Shell Group, tbe world’s 
largest oil company. 

The daily Asahi Shimbun said 
this was by far the worst loss a 
Japanese company had incurred 
on foreign exchange markets. 

The previous record loss, re- 
corded by a Hoag Kong affiliate 
of the Nissbo Iwai trading firm in 
1981, totalled abont 16 billion yen 
($135 million), the paper said. 

Showa Shell began buying dol- 
lar futures at an average 145 yen 
per dollar from 1989, only to see 
the U.S. currency fall in value to 
around 125 yen by the end of 
1991, the spokesman said. 

He could not confirm a report 
in leading Tokyo newspapers that 
tbe company feared losses on tbe 
unauthorised speculation could 
eventually balloon to 160 billion 
yen (S1.35 billion) if the dollar 
continued its decline. 

On Friday in New York, tbe 
yen hit an alt-time high of 1 18.15 
to tbe doDar, breaking tbe pre- 
vious record of 118.60 posted in 
Tokyo on Sept. 30, 1992- 

The lesdins financial daily 
'’Eton Kesri SUriboa said Stem Shed 
..itended to make up the huge 
book loss over 2 Vi to three years. 

Other reports said Mr. Henmi . 
pledged the company would 
make up tire shortfall by seDiiig 
assets, inducting stocks and real 
estate, once it had conf ir med tbe 
extent of the loss. 

Nihon Keizai quoted Mr. Hen- 
mi as saying tbe company was still 
co n sidering how to punish those 
involved m the unauthorised spe- 
culation, adding some could face 
criminal charges. 

Last July, tire company lo- 
wered its forecast of parent cur- 
rent profit in the year ending 
Dec. 31, 1992, to 37 billion yen 
($313 million) from the 40 billion 
yen ($339 mflKon) it had foreseen 
the previous February. 


World Bank charts new 
course for energy loans 


WASHINGTON (R) — The 
World Bank has put developing 
countries on alert that it will 
curtail future lending to badly 
run, state-owned monopoly pow- 
er utilities. 

The Washington-based institu- 
tion, in policy papers to be re- 
leased Monday, said it will also 
disco ura ge power suppliers from 
continuing to subsidise . energy 
prices and will move aggressively 
to encourage private investment 
in the utilities. 

“We have a new motto... no 
more business as usual,” Robert 
Saunders, principle . author of the 
reports, said at a briefing here. 
"It’s a new world out there." 

A big increase in tire energy 
consumption of developing coun- 
tries has been accompanied by a 
deterioration m the technical mid 
financial performance of the pub- 
lic utilities, prompting the bank 
to revise its policies, tbe reports 
said. 

Developing countries add to 
the problem my charging rates 
that are lower than tbe actual 
costs of producing and distribut- 
ing power. Industrialised coun- 


tries recover the full cost and 
often profit from providing elec- 
tricity. 

“We don’t feel like a sector like 
energy should be subsidised. Mr. 
Saunders said. 

The World Bank, which serves 
as the lender of last resort to 
developing nations, provided 
more than $3 billion in energy 
loans in fiscal 1992, nearly 15 per 
cent of its overall lending. 

But loan activity is declining as 
tire bank focuses on loans to ibe 
poorest nations and pushes others 
to develop self-sustaining power 
sectors. 

Rapidly growing demand had 
forced countries to consider effi- 
ciency measures, partly because 
of financing constraints. 

"Major gains in energy effi- 
ciency are essential if energy 
needs are going to be met,” said 
Richard Stem, director of the 
World Bank’s industry and ener- 
gy department. 

In some cases, up to one third 
of public resources are being in- 
vested in dearie power . and those 
investments are still inadequate. 
"There’s going to have to be a lot 
of sources tapped,” Mr. Saunders 


said. 

_ The officials said it could take 
time to complete the transition 
but noted some regions have 
already undertaken reforms and 
will have an easier time of it than 
others. 

One of the reports, which re- 
viewed energy efficiency and con- 
servation. said the bank would 
continue to boost lending for 
projects that improve efficiency 
and promote fuel substitution 
that makes economic sense. 

Some see this as an opportunity 
to switch to alternative energy- 
sources. Many nations have yet to 
tap their domestic natural gas 
resources, which have been disco- 
vered in 53 developing countries. 

"Natural gas is a major focus of 
(World) Bank efforts right now." 
Mr. Saunders said. 

Nuclear power plants typically 
cost too much and rarely emerge 
as the “least -cost" option. Mr. 
Saunders said. So far, solar pow- 
er is not capable of meeting de- 
mand in high use areas, officials 
said. But the World Bank is 
studying variable speed wind tur- 
bines as a possibility. 


‘ Wise men’ advise British 
government not to raise taxes 


LONDON (R) — The British 
government has received a warn- 
ing from a team of independent 
economic forecasters not to raise 
taxes this year. 

Six of the so-called "seven wise 
men” on tbe forecasting panel to 
tire British Treasury said untime- 
ly tax increases could hinder a 
kmg-awaited economic recovery. 

"Because the ecooomy is still 
fairly delicately balanced we 
shouldn't interrupt die pros p ect 
of recovery by increasing taxes in 
tbe March budget said Andrew 
Sentance, director of economics 
at the Confederation of British 
Industry and a member of the 
panel. 

A report by tire forecasters, 
requested by tbe government as 
part of moves to make economic 
policy more responsive to outside 
views, was ambiguous on whether 
interest rates should be cut again. * 

Tbe government is thought to 
be considering tax rises in tbe 
March budget to help balance its 
books as recession cuts tax re- 
venues and pushes welfare pay- 
ments through the roof. 

In tiie report to Britain’s Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer (Finance 
Minister) Norman Lamont, the 
forecasting panel said fixture tax 
rises should be pot on ice pending 

“dear evidence of a healthy re- 
covery.” 

Tbe panel's advice runs coun- 
ter to warnings last week from the 
International Monetary Fund 


T 1000 Siemens telex machine. like new. For 30% of its 
cost. 

-Available other office equipment and furniture. 

Furnish your office for just 50% of cost. 

Please call 818780 
between 8 a.m.-2 p-m. and 4-7 pjn. 


If 


Gnema 


Tel.: 677420 


Kevin Costner and Whitney Houston 

BODYGUARD 

Shows 1230. 3:15. 6:00. 8:30. 1030 

Free Car Parking 


Gnema 


PHILADELPHIA 


DARKMAN 


Shows 1230. 330. 6:15. 8 JO. 1030 
Special show for children on Th. & Fri 
at 11:00 a-m.' 



Gnema 


Tel.: 699238 


Bas&c Instinct 

Starring: Michael Douglas 
and 

Sharol Stone 
Show* 12:30, 33Q. 6 JO. &3Q, 1030 



NabB A1 Maskini ThnCn 


Tel.: 675571 


NaU AS Masfatei Hnat w 

Tuesday January 5th marks the ooening of 
the new theatre season presenting: 

Pandemonium (Wa wa Qafanafa) 

Daily at 8:30 p.m. 

Tickets office open all day 


Nabil & Hisham’s 

AHLAN THEATRE 


Td.: 625155 


. New World Order 

Plays continue daily at 9:30 p.m. 
except Saturdays and Sundays 

Happy Feast 


rtn»t Britain must raise taxes to 
curb spending and tackle its 
budget deficit. 

On average tbe economists ex- 
pected tiie economy to meet the 
treasury’s growth forecast of one 
per cent expansion this year but 
said there were risks, such as the 
weak world eoonomy, which 
could yet injure prospects. 

“Our advice to the treasury 
concentrated very much on how 
to stimulate the economy,” said 
Andrew Britton, director of the 
National Institute of Economic 
and Social Research. 

The government is under in- 
tense pressure to produce a 
budget on March 16 that will aid 
recovery and create jobs after 
news that unemployment hit 
three million in January. 

Tire forecasting panel expects 
unemployment to rise further this 
year, with an average forecast of 
3.2 million by the end of 1993. 


But Mr. Lamont is being 
forced by Britain’s huge public 
sector borrowing requirement — 
tbe wise men expect it to hit £47 
billion ($68 billion) in 1993/4 — 
to consider tax rises. 

lire government hopes recent 
cuts in interest rates, coupled 
with a cheaper pound, will be 
enough to prtmpt the economy 
.to recover this year. 

The cost of burrowing has been 
'cut In five steps to six per cent 
since the pound crashed out of 
the European Community’s ex- 
change rate mechanism in mid- 
September. 

But the forecasting panel was 
split on whether further cuts were 
needed to beat the recession. 

“We have yet to see tire full 
effects on tire economy (of earlier 
cuts) so h is difficult to judge 
whether interest rates have fallen 
far enough." the report said. 


Jordan Times tel: 667171 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Third floor, consisting of three bedrooms, living, dining, 
reception. Separate central heating and own telephone. 
Location: Jabat Amman, Third Circle, near Akilah Hospital 

TeU 644965 


• One bedroom, living-dining room, kitchen, & bath. 

• Studio of one bedroom, kitchen nette and bath. 

Central heating & telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman (Zahran quarter) between 3rd & 4th 
'Circles. 

Owner Tel. 667862 — 642351 


furnished apartment for rent 

Located in a prime residential area between the 4th and 
5th Circles, Jabal Amman. 

Overlooks a delightful garden, comprising a large salon, 
dining, 2 double bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, laundry and 
well equipped kitchen. Central heating, telephone. TV. 
video, carport. 

Min. 3 months contract. 

Phone 671509 


WANTED FOR RENT 

Young couple seeking an unfurnished semi-villa, 
roof, or large flat, to be at least 230 square 
metres, located in west Amman, and with the 
availability of a phone line. 

Can start rent immediately or anytime within 
three months. 

Please call 644646, 9:30-1:30, 3:30-6:30 


URGENT URGENT URGENT 

An international service company would like to 
hire accountants with the following qualifica- 
tions: 

-University degree graduates in 
accounting (preferably U.S. graduates). 

- 2-5 years of accounting experience. 

- Fluent in Arabic and English (spoken & 
written). 

- Working knowledge of computers. 
Qualified candidates, please send 
C.V., photo & credentials NO LATER 
THAN 28TH OF February to P.O.Box 
960913, Amman - attention Human Re- 
sources. 
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Bosnian Serb forces free 
blockaded U.N. aid convoy 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
Serb forces Sunday freed a U.N. 
aid convoy trapped at a roadb- 
lock in eastern Bosnia and let it 
head for the besieged Muslim 
town of Zepa, U.N. peacekeep- 
ers said. 

But the U.N. aid agency said it 
was still not able to resume de- 
liveries of food to the civilian 
population of Sarajevo despite an 
assurance by Bosnian President 
Alija Izetbegovic that his govern- 
ment was ending a boycott of 
relief supplies. 

The convoy of 10 trucks, 
loaded with food and medicine, 
began inching down a winding 12 
kilometre mountain road under 
threat from land mines concealed 
by fresh snow. 

It entered Bosnia Monday, 
trying to reach either Gorazde or 
Zepa in a mission frustrated by 
political manoeuvering between 
rival Muslim and Serb leaders 
bidding for the sympathy of the 
outside world. 

Tony Land, an official of the 
United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees (UNHCR) in 
Sarajevo, said Bosnian Serb lead- 
er Radovan Karadzic promised 
Saturday that an order to let the 
trucks pass would reach the Serbs 
at the roadblock. 

Land added that city author- 
ities in the Bosnian capital had 
not authorised the distribution of 
U.N. aid to the civilian popula- 
tion of 380,000 people who have 
been trapped since the civil war 
began 10 months ago. 

“We have not been delivering 
aid into the city.” he said. “Right 
now I am waiting for the city 
council to make a decision ...as of 
yesterday the mayor was not 
available.” 

Mr. Izetbegovic announced 
Saturday that the boycott was 
over after fulfilling its purpose of 

ANC 
accuses 
De Klerk 
of playing 
games 

JOHANNESBURG (AP)— The 
ANC Sunday scoffed at President 
F.W. De Kler<’s a p pointment of 
the first non-white cabinet minis- 
ters, saying it reeked of tokenism 
and did nothing to further black- 
white relations. 

“The fact that they begin duties 
on April Fool’s Day speaks for 
itself,” the black group said in its 
first official response to Saturday 
night's cabinet changes. 

Mr. De Klerk, seeking to 
attract new supporters to his 
National Party in advance of mul- 
tiracial elections, named an Indi- 
an and two mixed-race men to 
cabinet posts, making them the 
first non-whites to hold port- 
folios. But they were given low 
profile positions, and Mr. De 
Klerk did not appoint a black 
cabinet minister. 

Abe Williams, a member of 
parliament's Mixed Race Cham- 
ber, was named minister of sport; 
Jac Rabic, another mixed race 
politician, was appointed minister 
of population development, and 
Indian lawyer Baadra Ranch od 
was named minister of tourism. 

None is known as an anti- 
apartheid activist, and a(l have i 
been criticised within their ethnic 1 
groups in the past for working 
with the white-led government. 

Calling the three “discredited 
and discarded,” the ANC said 
Mr. De Klerk's move was an 
“empty gesture” that demons- 
trated the need for multiracial 
elections to choose a new govern- 
ment. 

“Reconciliation means all the 
people of South Africa electing a 
government of their choice, 
drawn from all the people of this 
country. It does not mean De 
Klerk playing token ist popula- 
tion games,” the nation's most 
powerful black group said. 

Indian college students burned 
Mr. Randtod in effigy in 1986 , 
when be became South Africa's 
first non-white ambassador, to 
the European Community in 
Brussels. 

Anti-apartheid activists 
assailed Mr. Radic and Mr. Wil- 
liams for joining parliament in 
1984, when separate chambers 
were created for Indians and peo- 
ple of mixed race. The chambers 
are far weaker than the white 
chamber, and the black majority 
was ignored. 

Their participation in the 
segregated parliament made 
them part of the apartheid sys- 
tem, the ANC and other groups 
charged. 

Despite the angry response 
from the ANC, the appointments 
were not likely to affect the prog- 
ress of ANC-govemment talks on 
political reform. Both sides are 
doser than ever on their plans for 
an interim government to oversee 
the transition to multiracial 
democracy, and negotiations to 
work out final details are ex- 
pected to resume next month. 


drawingattention to the plight of 
up to 100,000 Muslims starving in 
eastern Bosnia behind a Serb 
blockade. 

Muslim spokesmen have 
claimed hundreds of deaths from 
starvation in towns in the region, 
some of which have received no 
outside help since winter began. 
The toll has not been indepen- 
dently verified. 

Bosnian Serbs have refused to 
let some convoys pass because 
they say the food strengthens 
Muslim fighting capability and 
also because of continuing battles 
for territory in the east. 

The Sarajevo boycott and the 
Serb blockade of the convoys 
prompted the UNHCR to sus- 
pend aid deliveries last week until 
U.N. Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali ordered their resumption. 

U.N. peacekeepers in Sarajevo 
reacted coolly to a plan by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton to para- 
chute supplies to eastern Bosnia 
although it was welcomed by the 
UNHCR. 

Commander Bary Frewer, 
spokesman for the United Na- 
tions Protection Force (UNPRO- 
FOR) which provides armed 
escorts for the convoys, said: 
“We are unenthusiastic about this 
idea.” He suggested persevering 
with ground missions. 

But Commander Land said: 
“I'd welcome anything that 
would give food to hungry 
people." 

Since Sarajevo authorities 
stopped distributing emergency 
supplies last week, more than 
1,000 tonnes of food have piled 
up at the Tarmac of Sarajevo 
Airport and another 1,000 tonnes 
sit in warehouses in the Bosnian 
capital. 

Mr. Izetbegovic Saturday also 
announced a unilateral ceasefire 
by Muslim forces in the war 


which started when Bosnian 
Serbs resisted independence from 
Yugoslavia declared by Muslims 
and Croats. 

The Bosnian leader said his 
troops would fire only if attacked 
first. 

Muslim-controlled Sarajevo 
Radio reported the freezing city 
was quiet overnight despite what 
it described as Serb provocations. 

According to the radio. Serb 
fighters shelled the northern 
Muslim towns of Gradacac and 
Maglaj. 

The Bosnian Serb News Agen- 
cy (SRNA) said Muslim forces 
were still attacking the Serb town 
of Doboj in northern Bosnia with 
mortars, despite the ceasefire. 

In Croatia, Zagreb Radio said 
Serb gunners attacked Croatian 
settlements in the Adriatic coast 
region which has been volatile 
since fighting resumed between 
the two sides last month. 

A humanitarian aid convoy of- 
59 trucks from Strasbourg rested 
on die Adriatic coast of Croatia 
Sunday before heading for 
Sarajevo with or without an 
armed United Nations escort, 
organisers said. 

The convoy, organised by the 
French Alsace-Sarajevo Relief 
Committee, was spending the day 
at Makaraska south of the port of 
Split prior to beginning the diffi- 
cult and dangerous leg of the 
journey to the besieged Bosnian 
capital. 

Meanwhile, a prisoner ex- 
change involving 54 Serbs and 54 
Bosnians was completed Sunday 
in Bosnia after a week of negotia- 
tions by French and Red Cross 
officials, the French government 
announced. 

The office of Humanitarian 
Action Minister Bernard Kouch- 
ner said 27 Serbs from Tarcin, 
southwest of Sarajevo, and 27 


from the central region around 
Zenica, were freed under the 
auspices of the French Ambassa- 
dor to Bosnia, Henry Jacolin. The 
release took plaoe at Kiseljak, 
northwest of Sarajevo. 

The Bosnian prisoners were 
freed at a bridge between Srcmsfca 
Raca in Serbia and Bosanska 
Raca in eastern Bosnia, the 
ministry communique said. 

Mr. Kouchner helped negoti- 
ate the exchange during a recent 
visit to the region. Red Cross, 
U.N. and European Community 
representatives also were in- 
volved. 

In a separate development, 
police fired tear gas Sunday dur- 
ing a protest by hundreds of 
Macedonians against the building 
of houses to settle Muslim re- 
fugees from Bosnia's civil war in 
Skopje. 

Clashes began Saturday when 
protesters hurling stones blocked 
a motorway through the Macedo- 
nian capital before being repulsed 
by baton charges and tear gas. 

Refugee housing is being built 
under heavy police protection in 
the Djorce Petrov district of the 
dty. 

Journalists said between 500 
and 1,000 demonstrators were 
confronted Sunday by 200 riot 
police who stopped an attempt to 
block the site. 

Macedonia, the poorest of the 
former Yugoslav republics which 
became independent last year, 
has received more than 50.000 of 
the Muslims made homeless by 
the fighting in Bosnia. 

The Movement for All- 
Macedonian Action (MAAK) 
said the government's plan to 
house the refugees was “a policy 
of further Islamtsation of Mace- 
donia." 


U.N. reports fresh fighting in Cambodia 


PHNOM PENH (R) — United 
Nations peacekeepers have re- 
ported fresh fighting between 
Pbnom Penh government troops 
and Khmer Rouge guerrillas in 
Cambodia's central Kompong 
Thom province, a senior military 
official said Sunday. 

“There’s definitely fighting 
going on between CPAF (Pbnom 
Penh army) and N AD K* (Khmer 
Rouge) just north of Stung,” the 
U.N. military official told Reu- 
ters. 

The NADK is the National 
Army of Democratic Kam- 
puchea. CPAF is the Cambodian 
People's Armed Forces. 

He said the fighting broke out 
Thursday and yras centred about 
two kilometres north of town. 

Stung, a small town straddling 
strategic Route 6 linking central 
Kompong Thom and Siem Reap 
in the northwest, lies about 170 
kilometres northwest of Phnom 
Penh. 


The sudden outbreak of hostili- 
ties has caused some Cambodians 
to evacuate the area, the official 
said. 

“Some locals are getting out. 
They believe it (Stung) will be 
attacked,” he said. 

The official, who asked not to 
be named, said tlx Khmer Rouge 
had fired several 107mm rockets 
that landed within 500 metres of 
an Indonesian paratroop encamp- 
ment in town. 

The Khmer Rouge strength 
was estimated at about 30-40 
guerrilla fighters, he said. Their 
weapons include a wheeled 
107mm Chinese-made rocket 
launcher. 

No injuries have been reported 
among any of the personnel sta- 
tioned there as part of the 22,000- 
strong U.N. Transitional Author- 
ity in Cambodia (UNTAC). 

UNTAC was set up after a 
peace agreement was signed in 
Paris in 1991 by all four rival 
Cambodian political factions, in- 


cluding the Khmer Rouge. 

The Khmer Rouge refuses to 
cooperate with UNTAC or im- 
plement the terms of the Paris 
pact. 

In nearby Popok Hamlet, 
Khmer Rouge guerrillas detained 
a U.S. military observer for two 
hours Saturday before setting him 
free, the official said. 

Central Kompong Thom pro- 
vince has been the site of more 
ceasefire violations than any 
other part of Cambodia. 

The Phnom Penh army con- 
trols the main roads in the pro- 
vince, which are fequently cut by 
marauding bands of Kbmer 
Rouge guerrillas whose supply 
lines cross Route 6. 

The guerrillas’ local 616 Divi- 
sion is headquartered at Sakrean, 
a small town in the north-central 
part of the province. 

U.N. security for the province 
is entrusted to a battalion of 
Indonesian paratroopers. 


Angola talks ‘may resume next week’ 


LONDON (R) — United Nations 
observers in Angola say a second 
round of peace talks between the 
government and UNITA rebels 
could take place in Addis Ababa 
next week, Angolan National 
Radio reported Sunday. 

The report, picked up by the 
British Broadcasting Corp- moni- 
toring service, said sources in the 
U.N. Angola Verification Mis- 
sion-2 (UNAVEM 2) believed a 
meeting could be staged in the 
Ethiopian capital toward the mid- 
dle of next week. 

Margaret Anstee. the U.N.’s 
special representative in Angola, 
met Angolan Foreign Minister 
Venancio De Moura Saturday, 
and was assured that the govern- 
ment side is ready to attend. 

UNITA declined to suggest to 
Ms. Anstee a date by the Friday 
deadline set by Portugal. Russia 
and the United States who are 
observing peace accords signed in 
1991. but did insist that it wanted 
to resume dialogue with the gov- 


ernment to end their escalating 
dvfl war. 

Senior officials of the three 
observer countries are due to 
meet in Lisbon Tuesday to dis- 
cuss the peace accords, which 
briefly ended 16 years of civil 
war. 

Fighting has resumed with un- 
precedented intensity since UN- 
IT A leader Jonas Savimbi re- 
jected his September electoral 
defeat and began expelling local 
authorities from some 75 per cent 
of die country. 

A first round of peace talks 
between UNITA and the MPLA 
(Popular Movement for the Li- 
beration of Angola) government 
in late January in Addis Ababa 
failed to produce a ceasefire. 

The war hasdisplaced hundreds 
of thousands of people and 
turned several cities into virtual 
ghost towns. 

The worst fitting has been in 
Huambo. once the second city 
and headquarters of UNITA 


(National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola), where, 
at least 10,000 civilians have died 
in six weeks. 

The armed forces said the 
situation was “very worrying” af- 
ter particularly heavy shelling 
Friday. 

The World Food Programme 
said about 100,000 people had 
fled the city. Destruction in the 
entire country was threatening 
three million people — nearly 
one-third of the population — 
with hunger and disease. 

UNITA has rejected a brief 
truce to allow humanitarian aid 
into Huambo. 

Many senior UNITA figures 
have rejected Mr. Savimbi’s belli- 
cose drift and 10 this week took 
their seats in parliament in de- 
fiance. 

They joined a unanimous call 
in parliament Friday for an- un- 
conditional ceasefire and threat 
of legal action against UNITA’s 
leadership. 


North Korea says attempts to force 
nuclear inspection could bring war 


TOKYO (AP) — Communist 
North Korea, suspected in die 
West of trying to develop nuclear 
arms, declared Sunday that any 
attempt to force it to accept a 
special U.N. inspection could 
lead to war in Korea. 

The U.N. International Ato- 
mic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
made the request for a special 
inspection after its inspectors 
were denied access early this 
month to two building at Yong- 
dyon, site of the North’s nuclear 
complex. North Korea contends 
the buildings are unrelated milit- 
ary facilities that it is not obli- 
gated to show to IAEA inspec- 
tors. 

“Should any ‘special inspec- 
tion’ or ‘sanctions’ be imposed on 
us and our inviolable land 
violated by great powers, it would 
become a dangerous train plung- 
ing the whole territory, both the 
North and the South, into the 
scourge of war,” the official 


Workers (Communist) Party 
newspaper Rodong Shinmun de- 
clared. 

Its commentary, broadcast in 
part by the North's official Ko- 
rean Central News Agency, was 
monitored in Tokyo. 

The paper said great powers 
were trying to use the U.N. 
Security Council to force the spe- 
cial inspection on North Korea 
“as part of their moves to isolate 
and stamp out (North Korea), the 
bastion of socialism.” 

It added: “The United States 
cannot be justified in trying to 
force an unreasonable ‘special 
inspection’ on our republic, a 
non-nuclear state, staging nuclear 
war exercises like Team Spirit 

X 'nst it. Our people will never 
iv others to infringe on their 
national dignity and sovereignty, 
their life and soul.” 

In 1992, the United States and 
South Korea cancelled their 
annual Team Spirit joint military 


exerdses to encourage North- 
South Korean dialogue. Early 
that year, the two Koreas 
adopted a reconciliation agree- 
ment and a nuclear arms ban 
pact. 

So far, however. North Korea 
bas refused to permit the inter- 
Korean nuclear inspections re- 
quired under the arms ban agree- 
ment. 

Hie North says its nuclear 
programme is solely peaceful. 

Also Sunday, its official news 
agency broadcast a response by 
the North's Ministry of Atomic 
Energy Industry to die special 
inspection request. 

It said that what the IAEA 
called an inconsistency was “a 
mistake coming from a hasty in- 
terpretation of the results of in- 
spection not taking into detailed 
consideration the characteristic 
features of our facilities, opera- 
tion conditions and nuclear activi- 
ties.*’ 



ffiOOl 


RUSSIAN MILITARY REFORMS: Two 

unidentified Russian army officers discuss 're- 
forms during a break in the second day of the aB 
Russian army officers meeting in Moscow on Feb. 


21. The talks dealt with the i mple m e n tation of the 
military reforms and the level of combat pre- 
paredness of the Russian army (AFP photo) 


497 trapped on drifting North Sea platform 


LONDON (Agencies) — Nearly 
500 workers were trapped aboard 
a floating accommodation plat- 
form which had cut its anchors 
and was battered by storms in the 
North Sea Sunday, rescue ser- 
vices said. 

A Royal Air Force (RAF) 
spokesman said a plan to use 
helicopters to lift the 497 workers 
off the vessel, a floating hotel for 
workers constructing a gas rig, 
was postponed because of the 
weather. 

A spokesman for the U.S. oil 
company Amoco, which is build- 
ing the rig, said no-one had been 
injured and there was no immedi- 
ate danger as the platform was 
holding its position under its own ’ 
limited power. 

The platform cut its anchors 
overnight when high seas 
threatened to smash ft against the 
rig Lomond, which is under con- 
struction 120 miles east of Aber- 
deen. It was now “holding its 
station” less than a mile down- 
wind of the rig. 

Several support vessels were 

Philippine 
aide offers 
to quit in 
police purge 

MANILA (AP) — The cabinet 
member who supervises the Phi- 
lippine National Police resigned 
Sunday to give President Fidel 
Ramos a free hand to reorganise 
the scandal ridden force be him- 
self once commanded. 

But Gen. Ramos refused to say 
whether he would accept the res- 
ignation of Interior Secretary 
Rafael Alunan, who served as the 
spokesman of the Ramos election 
campaign last year. 

Last Thursday, Gen. Ramos 
called on 200 police officers from 
the ranks of colonel and above to 
resign following allegations of 
widespread corruption and inept- 
ness within the 100,000 member 
force. 

Mr. Alunan told reporters he 
supported the call as a “dramatic 
step in the right direction.” 

“However, ft would not be 
complete if those who supervise 
(the police) itself are excluded," 
Mr. Alunan said. 

Mr. Alunan's department su- 
pervises the police and he serves 
as chairman of the National' 
Police Commission, a group that 
oversees the force. 

“The people want to five in 
complete safety and security and 
demand that the government 
undertake all the appropriate and 
necessary actions to help bring 1 
this about," Mr. Alunan said. 

In Zamboanga, Gen. Ramos 
told reporters his call for resigna- 
tions in police ranks did not apply 
to Mr. Alunan. 

Gen. Ramos also said he 
accepted the resignation Sunday 
of former Police National Chief 
Cesar Nazareno, who was re- 
lieved last September but still 
kept on the rolls because of dvil 
service tenure. 

“The status of cabinet mem- 
bers is different from the status of 
members of the Philippine 
National Police,” Gen. Ramos 
said without elaborating. 

Public outrage over the police 
has mounted, first with a wave of 
car thefts two years ago and latei- 
with more than 100 kidnappings, 
mostly of Chinese Filipinos. 

Japanese, Taiwanese and 
Malaysian business leaders have 
told Filipino officials that law and 
order is one of the major factors 
discouraging foreign investment 
in the Philippines, whose eco- 
nomy has been stagnant for two 
years. 

Gen. Ramos commanded the 
forerunner of the National 
Police, the Philippine Constabul- 
ary, for 17 years. The Constabul- 
ary was reorganised into the Phi- 
lippine Naticmal Police in 1990 to 
remove it from the military estab- 
lishment. 

But the change did little to 
reduce the corruption and in- 
effectiveness that permeate the 
ranks. Police have been impli- 
cated in crimes ranging from petty 
shakedowns and extortion to 
murder and kidnapping. 


being sent to the area and an 
RAF Sea King rescue helicopter 
and an RAF Nimrod had flown 
over the scene to assess ft. 

A fleet of eight Super Puma 
helicopters was assembled at 
Aberdeen but the rescue opera- 
tion started to bring about 400 
non-essential personnel off the 
rig was postponed because of 
high winds. 

The Amoco spokesman said 
the workers would have to be 
taken off and then the platform 
would be towed to Norway to 
have its anchors refitted. 

The Amoco spokesman said 
gas wells had been drilled be- 
neath the Lomond, but they had 
been completed and there was 
“no hazard from that aspect." 

Ship sinks in North Sea 

Meanwhile one ship sank and 
another was adrift off the Dutch 
coast Sunday as storm force 
winds whipped the North Sea, a 
Coast Guard official said. No 
lives were lost. 


Coast Guard spokesman Gerrit 
Mi edema said the Swedish flag- 
ged freighter North Queen cap-, 
sized and sank in heavy seas near 
the small island of Schiermonni- 
koog. 

Three lifeboats from the Dutch 
and German rescue services were 
on the spot before the leaking 
grain carrier overturned and the 
nine-man crew were winched to 
safety by a German naval heli- 
copter, Mr. Miedema said. 

A second vessel, ther German 
registered Linda Buck, was adrift 
northwest of the Dutch island of 
Terscheiltng after a freak wave 
smashed into the bridge and its 
electricity supply cut -ut, Mr. 
Miedema said. 

Prevailing winds were carrying 
the ship away from the shore, and 
two life boats and a helicopter 
were standing by, he said. The 
six-man crew was in no immedi- 
ate danger. 

Mr. Miedema said rescue ser- 
vices would wait until the storm 
abated before trying to tow the 
Linda Buck to the nearest port. 


WORLD NEW5 IN BRIEF 


2 U.K. 10-year-olds charged with murder 

LIVERPOOL (AP) — Police Saturday charged two 10-year-old 
boys with the abdoctioa and murder of a toddler, a crime that 
stunned Britain and terrified parents. The youngsters also have 
been charged with attempted abduction. Press Association, the 
British National News Agency, said the charge was connected 
with an attempt to kidnap another toddler shortly before 
2-year-old James Bulger disappeared from a shopping maU on 
Fed 12. His battered body was found on a rail track two days 
later. “The family are of course relieved at the progress that has 
been made but are still trying to come to terms with the 
situation,” said Sean Sexton, a lawyer representing James’s 
parents, Ralph and Denise. Experts believe the boys are die 
youngest children to be charged with murder in Britain, at least 
this century. 

Nobel laureates end Burma mission 

BANGKOK (AP) — Nobel Peace Prize winners campaigning for 
human rights in Burma Saturday ended their visit here with vows 
to keep the pressure on Rangoon's military government. The 
Nobel laureates, denied visas to Burma, used neighbouring 
Thailand as their platform to demand that the Burmese junta 
release from detention opposition leader Aung San Sou Kyi and 
1,500 other political prisoners. “We hope that the military 
government there, which is afraid of a little woman, is made to 
quake, made to shake in their boots , because our mission is saying 
the world is watching you: Watch out" said South African 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu to a university seminar audience. Ms. 
Suu Kyi, who is in her fourth year of house arrest in Rangoon, 
was the winner of the 1991 Peace Prize. 

IRA carries out gun attack in Belfast 

BELFAST (R) — The Irish Republican Army (IRA) said it 
carried out a gun attack in Belfast dty centre Saturday night after 
three people were wounded within a short distance of each other, 
hi the first shooting one person was wounded. Minutes later two 
people were injured following a burst of gunfire but ft was unclear 
if the same gunman was responsible. In a statement, the IRA, 
fighting to oust Britain from Northern Ireland, said it carried out 
the first shooting. They did not mention the second incident, but 
said a fuller statement would be issued later. Police, combing the 
area for spent cartridges, said it took them some time to realise 
that a second shooting had taken place. The injured were taken to 
hospital, but it was unknown bow badly hurt they were. Local 
people said they believed the latest casualties in the long history 
of sectarian violence in the province were protestants. 

Shultz sought Nancy Reagan’s help 

WASHINGTON (R) — Former Secretary of State George Shultz 
tried in 1986 to enlist Nancy Reagan’s aid in stopping the sale of 
arms to Iran but did not realise she wanted to oust him, the 
Washington Post said. The newspaper said that in November 1986 
Mr. Shultz wanted to engineer the removal of President Ronald 
Reagan’s national security adviser, John Poindexter, in a bid to 
persuade Mr. Reagan to stop selling arms to Iran. But Mr. Shultz 
was unaware that Nancy Reagan regarded him as disloyal to her 
husband and wanted him out of office. Unable to achieve his 
objective, Mr. Shultz thought of resigning. The Washington Post 
said its report was based on notes written by Mr. Shultz's aid 
Charles Hill released by the Iran-contra independent counsel last 
week covering meetings Mr. Shultz had with various officials. 

Hijacked plane leaves for Russia 

STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — The wife of the man who 
hijacked a Russian airliner to Stockholm confessed Sunday that 
she helped him plan the hijack, police reported. The twin-engine 
Tupelov 134 took off at 12:29 p.m. (1129 GMT) on its return to 
St. Petersburg, Russia, its original destination. Police said the 
plane carried all 44 Russian passengers and seven crew who had 
been aboard when it landed in Sweden. The couple were expected 
to appear later Sunday in a Stockholm court, where an order to 
detain them would be issued. It was not immediately dear 
whether they would be extradited for trial in Russia or be 
prosecuted in Sweden. Their names were withheld pending the 
court hearing. The man, a grenade in each hand, hijacked the 
plane Saturday to Tallinn in Estonia, where it was refueled, and 
on to Stockholm. He said he wanted to go to the United States. 
His wife told passengers she hadn't know about the hijack and 
was surprised by her husband's actions. With her was their 
eight-month-old son who, police said, was suffering from a cold. 
Police said the wife changed her story and confessed to helping in 
the hijack during questioning in Stockholm. 


Stars pay tribute 
to Al Pacino 

NEW YORK (R) — Oscar 
Nominee Al Pacino, hoping to 
break bis Academy Aw ard ba ng 
streak, got a chance to court the 
voters in a star-filled tribute -to 
the actor. Pacino, fam ous fo r bis 
often eruptive roles, is nominated 
this year as best actor for hs 
portrayal of a Wind man in Scon I 
Of A Woman and Best Support- 
ing Actor for his role of a smooth 
salesman in Glengarry Glen 
Ross. But he was honoured at the 
ga to Saturday for the depth of fas 
career, which includes such. films 
as the Godfather trilogy, Serpico 
(1973) and Dog Day Afternoon 
(1975). “There is no one wfaocan 
combine the intensity and power 
of Al Pacino with his sympathy 
and vulnerability," Glengarry' co- 
star Alec Baldwin told the crowd 
of 700 at the black-tie damaur 
New York’s Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel. While Pacino's films lave 
earned him six previous Academy 
Award nominations, he has never 
won the Oscar. This year, be has 
already won the Golden Globe 
Award for Scent Of A Woman. , 
The Golden Globe Awards are f 
often considered a harometer of 
how the Academy Award voting 
will run. Among the HoOywooq 
celebrities who came to honour « 
Pacino were co-stars Ellen Barfcmf 
and Chris O'DoraicS and Holly- . 
wood heavy-hitters Christopher - 
Reeve, Lauren Bacall, Spfte 
Lee, director Sidney Lumet and 
super agent Michael Ovtiz.- 

Pollution controllers 
lose their hair 

MANILA (R) — For air pptto- 
tkm in the southern Philippines, 
read hair pollution. Of 20 ptiBor 
tion control inspectors measuring 
smoke emissions from cars and 
trucks in Davao City, all found * 
their hairimes suddenly starting 
to recede, and some went com- 
pletely bald, the Manila Times 
said Sunday. It quoted Jose Guio- 
tadcan, officer-m-charge of the 
city’s environment office, as 
saying inspectors Grom now on 
would be assigned to air testing 
for only six months at a time to 
prevent further hair loss. 

British men often 
violent at home 
-—survey 

LONDON (R) — Two out of 
three British men would react , 
violently if their wives or prl- W 
friends were unfaithful or argued 2 
about domestic arrangements, 
according to a survey on domestic 
violence. They survey, by the 
.Centre of Criminology at Mid- 
dlesex University, round that 
British men lose their famed 
“stiff upper lip" at home, resort- 
ing to frequent violence. Sixty- 
three per cent of men quest i o ned 
said they would respond violently 
if they found out their partners 
had been on faithful or in a parti- 
cularly intense fight about chil- 
dren. money or other domestic 
arrangements. Almost three out 
of 10 women surveyed said they 
had been injured by their part- c 
ners. Six per cent said they had f 
been forced to have sex in the] 
past year and 2.4 per cent sadi 
they had been raped at home. Or 
those who said their partners hqd 
attacked them, 29 per cent had to 
see a doctor. More than four b 10 
had difficulty sleeping or felt de- 
pressed. But few women had 
reported the attacks to police — 
only one in five, the survey 
showed. The same proportion 
went to a doctor and 21 per cent 
went straight to a lawyer. Project 
director Jayne Mooney, who iB- 
terviewd 580 women and 420 
men, said the survey had unco- 
vered a “high level of domestic 
violence." 

World’s oldest 
citizen turns 
118 In France 

ARLES, France (R) — Jeanne 
Calment, believed to be tlife 
world’s oldest citizen, was sho- 
wered with bonqnets and trie- j ' 
grammes when she turned 118* : 
in an old people's home: 

£ Arles, .southern France, Ms. " 
Lalment, who knew the pastier 
Vincent Van Gogh in her ynu&i ■ 

pve up smoking last year and ib ; 

longer drinks her daily das of 

^ her mow \ 
interview with 

France-Info Radio, she sank ; 


t- s . wan vjtw) 

kwd m Aries in 18®i9£l 
cut off part of his ear and 
toawwnan who had spurn 
love, Ms. Calment said: “F 
crazy- He had the charactt 
madman." She alsosavs* 
m embe rs the funeral of I 

£5“ Vktor Hugo 

med ra Paris m 1885. The 
°f Records 

the world’s oldest fivh^p 



